Rebellion/Murmuring Study 
Numbers Chapters 12 and 17
Notes/Commentary/Word Studies

Numbers 17 :1-13

Notes For Verse 2
a [Speak unto the children of Israel, ...] Three commands -- priesthood confirmed: 

1. Tell Israel to take twelve rods (one per tribe) and write the names of the heads of the tribes on them (Num. 17:2-3,6). 
2. Write Aaron's name on the rod for the tribe of Levi (Num. 17:3). 
3. Put the rods in the tabernacle before the Lord where I meet with you (Num. 17:4). The rod of the man whom I shall choose for the priesthood, shall blossom (Num. 17:5). 

b [twelve rods] There were thirteen rods altogether, one for each of the twelve tribes, and the rod of Aaron for the tribe of Levi (Num. 17:2-3,6). Therefore, the names on the twelve rods were as listed according to encampment around the tabernacle (Num. 2:3-34), not according to birth as in Gen. 29:32 -- Gen. 30:24; 35:16-20. 
 
Notes For Verse 3
a [Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi] Some of the Levites had taken part in Korah's rebellion, and it was necessary for God to reconfirm His choice of Aaron to them, so none would ever seek to usurp the office of the priesthood again. The honor of making atonement to stay the plague of Num. 16:45-50 was sufficient proof of the choice of Aaron, but God proved it further in the test of the rods (Num. 17:1-11). 
 
Notes For Verse 4
a [where I will meet with you] This was in the holy place where the ark was and where God promised to meet and talk with Moses (Num. 17:4,7-10; Ex. 29:42-43; 30:6,36). 
 

Notes For Verse 5
a [And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you.] The 6th prophecy in Numbers (Num. 17:5, fulfilled). Next, Num. 20:12. 
 
Notes For Verse 6
a [for each prince one, according to their father's houses] This makes it clear whose names were on the rods (Num. 17:6). 
 
Notes For Verse 7
a [in the tabernacle of witness] Just where they were is not stated, but after the test Aaron's rod was put inside the ark (Num. 17:10; Heb. 9:4). It seemed to be missing from the ark in the days of Solomon (1Ki. 8:9); it could have been lost when taken by the Philistines (1Sam. 4-7). 
 
b [tabernacle of witness] The whole tent, including the holy place and most holy place, comprised the tabernacle of witness. "Witness" refers to the tables of stone of the Ten Commandments. 
 
Notes For Verse 8
a [rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds] Three things happened to Aaron's rod: 
 
1. It brought forth buds. 
2. It produced blossoms. 
3. It yielded almonds. 
 
Everything that happened to the rod was miraculous. To see a dead, dry stick do this overnight was surely convincing, even to the most skeptical and rebellious ones. It is called "Aaron's rod" twice (Num. 17:10; Heb. 9:4). 


Fifteen Miracles Done with the Rod 
1. It became a serpent (Ex. 4:2-3). 
2. It became a rod again (Ex. 4:4). 
3. It became a serpent (Ex. 4:30). 
4. It became a rod again (Ex. 4:30). 
5. It became a serpent (Ex. 7:9-10). 
6. It swallowed other rods, i.e. serpents (Ex. 7:12). 
7. Waters became blood (Ex. 7:15-25). 
8. Frogs were created (Ex. 8:5). 
9. Lice were created (Ex. 8:16-17). 
10. Hail and fire were produced (Ex. 9:23). 
11. Locusts were created (Ex. 10:13). 
12. The Red Sea was divided (Ex. 14:16). 
13. Water was created (Ex. 17:6). 
14. A military victory (Ex. 17:8-9). 
15. Water was created (Num. 20:8-11). 
 
Notes For Verse 9
a [all the children of Israel] All Israel saw the miracle of the dry rod budding, blossoming and producing almonds in overnight (Num. 17:8-9). 
 
Notes For Verse 10
a [again before the testimony] "Again" proves it had already been before the testimony. It refers to the previous night of being laid up before the Lord with the other twelve rods to see which would be chosen. This time it was put in the ark itself beside the testimony as a memorial of God's choice (Heb. 9:4). 

The testimony referred to here was the two tables of the law on which the Ten Commandments were written. The first night the rod was before the testimony but now it was permanently placed inside the ark. 
 
Notes For Verse 12
a [Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish] So many people died in the plague which was sent because of Korah's rebellion, and in other plagues directed by God from the tabernacle, that Israel was now terrified to approach the tabernacle (Num. 17:12-13). God therefore reassured the Levites of renewed blessings and gave laws for service in the tabernacle (Num. 18:1-32) which would protect the people from bearing any iniquity of the tabernacle. 

He gave the laws of the red heifer, which were laws of separation for all Israel, enabling them to be made clean so as to approach the tabernacle (Num. 19:1-22). 
 
Notes For Verse 13
a [shall we be consumed] Question 31. Next, Num. 20:4. 
 

The Murmurings:

Numbers 12
Notes For Verse 1
a [Miriam] Miriam, named first here, was the first in the rebellion (cp. Gen. 3:2-6). Aaron must have been secretly jealous to follow her in such ungodliness. 
 
b [spake against Moses] 
 

Ten Murmurings against Moses 
 
1. Israel for water (Ex. 15:24-26) 
2. Israel for food (Ex. 16:2-8) 
3. Israel for water (Ex. 17:3-7) 
4. Miriam and Aaron -- jealousy (Num. 12:1-16) 
5. Israel -- fear and cowardice (Num. 14:2-38) 
6. Korah and company -- jealousy (Num. 16:1-35) 
7. Israel -- bitterness (Num. 16:41-50) 
8. Israel -- jealousy (Num. 17:1-13) 
9. Israel for water (Num. 20:1-13) 
10. Israel for food (Num. 21:4-9) 
 
Half the complaints were for food and water; three were because of jealousy; and the other two were prompted by bitterness and cowardice. 
 
c [because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married] 

Jealousy of Aaron and Miriam 
 
The issue of Moses' wife was not what really motivated Aaron and Miriam to speak against Moses; it was just a cover to hide the fact that they were jealous of their younger brother and his success. Miriam, one of Israel's prophetesses, enjoyed the position of first rank among the women of Israel (Ex. 15:20-21), being the sister of the two chief men of the nation. She caused the rebellion, without a doubt, because she thought she was being supplanted by a foreigner. Jethro had brought the wife and sons of Moses from Midian to Sinai in order to reunite the family. Furthermore, he had given advice which Moses followed in making leaders over 10's, 50's, 100's, and 1,000's in Israel (Ex. 18:14-26). Moses had invited his father-in-law and brother-in-law to go along with them to be leaders by showing them the best places to camp (Num. 10:29-33). It displeased Miriam to see these newcomers given such attention; and her resentment was shared by Aaron, the ecclesiastical head of Israel. The two of them challenged Moses' right to serve as the leader of the whole nation; but Miriam seems to have been the chief instigator of this ungodliness, for punishment fell on her alone (Num. 12:10-15). Aaron was simply misled by the pleadings of his sister; he yielded to her as he did once before to the desires of the people who urged him to sin (Ex. 32). Thus again his weakness of character showed up, a trait that would have disqualified him for taking the place of Moses his younger brother. 
  
d [Ethiopian] Hebrew: Kuwshiyth (HSN-<H3571>), Cushite, or descendant of Cush, a son of Ham (Gen. 10:6-8; 1Chr. 1:8-10; Isa. 11:11). It is translated Cushi (2Sam. 18:21-32; Jer. 36:14; Zeph. 1:1) and Ethiopian (Num. 12:1; 2Chr. 12:3; 14:9-13; 16:8; 21:16; Isa. 20:4; Jer. 13:23; 38:7-12; 39:16; 46:9; Ezek. 30:9; Dan. 11:43; Amos 9:7; Zeph. 2:12). See Wife of Moses. 
 
Notes For Verse 2

Wife of Moses 
Moses married a Midianite, a daughter of the priest of Midian (Ex. 2:15-25; 3:1; 4:18-26; 18:1-27; Num. 10:29-36; Judg. 1:16; 4:11; 1Sam. 15:6). The land of Midian in Arabia was the land of Cush as well as Ethiopia because one branch of Cush settled there in ancient times. Midian was a son of Abraham through Keturah (Gen. 25:1-4). Therefore, Moses married a descendant of the son of Abraham, not an African as some think. She was simply a Cushite because she dwelt in the land of Cush, in the same sense that a German or an Italian immigrant becomes an American because of citizenship. Just as being American has no reference to race, so being a Cushite did not identify Zipporah in this way. Some say she was a second wife of Moses, but we have no grounds for this supposition. 
 
a [Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? Hath he not spoken also by us?] Questions 14-15. Next, Num. 12:8. 
 
b [the LORD heard it] All things are naked and open before God, as Paul declared (Heb. 4:12-13). 
 
Notes For Verse 3
a [meek] Hebrew: `anayw (HSN-<H6035>), depressed in mind or circumstances. It is translated "meek" (Num. 12:3; Ps. 22:26; 25:9; 37:11; 76:9; 147:6; 149:4; Isa. 11:4; 29:19; 61:1; Amos 2:7; Zeph. 2:3) and poor (Job 24:4). 

From a root word meaning "affliction," it could be translated, "Moses was more afflicted" because of the great burden of all the people. However, most renderings use "meek, humble, devout, pious, patient, or gentle." If these give the true sense, this is just a statement of his personal character, necessary to understanding how Moses took no steps to defend himself and why God intervened so quickly (Num. 12:4). 

It was prompted by the Holy Spirit, the real Author, not by self-love on Moses' part. The Spirit records both the strengths and weaknesses of men (Num. 20:12; Ex. 4:24; Dt. 1:37), proving all the more that the Bible's authors were inspired, for men do not usually record their own faults. 
 
Notes For Verse 4
a [Come out ye three unto the tabernacle] God required those He dealt with then to come to the tabernacle where He manifested Himself between the cherubim on the mercy seat of the ark (Num. 11:16,24). 
 
Notes For Verse 5
a [came down in the pillar of the cloud] Another proof that God travels from place to place like other people (Gen. 11:5-9; 18:33). 
 
Notes For Verse 6
a [prophet] Hebrew: nabiy' (HSN-<H5030>), an inspired man; a prophet. 
 
b [make myself known unto him in a vision] This was essential to prophetic ministry. All true prophets received revelation and personal guidance from God (Acts 3:21; Heb. 1:1-3), usually in a dream or vision. 
 
Notes For Verse 7
a [My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house] Moses was not an ordinary prophet, but much more (cp. Dt. 18:18-19): 
 
1. He was a servant over God's house (Num. 12:7; Heb. 3:1-6). Israel is called God's house in the same sense as the New Testament church (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:19; 1Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:6; 10:21; 1Pet. 2:5; 4:17). 
2. He spoke with God "mouth to mouth" (Num. 12:8). God and Moses actually saw each other and spoke face to face with audible voices (Ex. 33:11; Num. 14:14; Dt. 5:4; 34:10; cp. Josh. 6:22; 2Jn. 1:12). 
3. He saw God's actual spirit body (Num. 12:8; Ex. 24:9-11; 33:11,18-23). 

Forty-four Appearances of God 
  
1. Forming man and animals out of the dust and Eve out of Adam's rib indicates the visible presence of God in the days of re-creation (Gen. 2:7,19-25). According to Gen. 2:21 the Lord God "took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof," which would surely require His presence with Adam at that time. 
  
2. Adam and Eve saw God in visible form after they had sinned, and hid themselves from Him "amongst the trees of the garden" because "they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden" (Gen. 3:8-19). They couldn't hide from God in His invisible presence, because it is everywhere. 
3. Cain saw God in visible form, because he could not have been driven out of His invisible presence which is with everyone everywhere (Gen. 4:6,9,16). 
4. It is clear from Gen. 11:5 that God appeared on earth at the time of the tower of Babel, for it says, "the Lord came down to see the city and the tower." 
5. Abraham was blessed with several appearances of God. The first recorded appearance is in Gen. 12:7 which says, "the Lord appeared unto Abram." 
6. In Gen. 17:1-22 "the Lord appeared to Abram ... and God went up from Abraham." 
7. In Gen. 18:1 "the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre." Verse 2 says Abraham saw three men standing by him. These proved to be the Lord and two angels (Gen. 18:22; 19:1). Other statements in Genesis 18 prove a visible appearance: "Let a little water be fetched ... and wash your feet" (Gen. 18:4); "he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them ... and they did eat" (Gen. 18:8); "the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way" (Gen. 18:16); "the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great ... I will go down now, and see" (Gen. 18:20-21); "Abraham stood yet before the Lord. And Abraham drew near, and said" (Gen. 18:22-23); "And the Lord went His way ... and Abraham returned unto his place" (Gen. 18:33) 
8. God appeared to Isaac and confirmed the Abrahamic covenant with him, as is clear from Gen. 26:2-4. Gen. 18:2 states, "the Lord appeared unto him." 
  
9. He appeared again to Isaac, reminding him of the covenant (Gen. 26:24). 
10. He appeared to Jacob and confirmed the Abrahamic covenant with him (Gen. 28:12-15 with Gen. 35:1). 
11. God wrestled with Jacob bodily in Gen. 32:24-32. That this was a bodily appearance of God is proven in Gen. 32:30; "I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved." 
12. Jacob experienced another visible visitation of God in Gen. 35:9-15, "And God appeared unto Jacob again." 
13. The Lord appeared to Moses "in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush" (Ex. 3:1-4; Acts 7:30-34). This is one of many instances where "the angel of the Lord" is used for God Himself. Whereas Ex. 3:2 says "the angel," Ex. 3:4 says "the Lord saw ... God called unto him out of the midst of the bush." See The Spirit World. 
14. The Lord "came down upon Mount Sinai," to give the Ten Commandments "in the sight of all the people" (Ex. 19:11-24; Dt. 5:4,22-29). 
15. Seventy-four leaders of Israel (including Moses and Aaron) saw God and ate with Him on Sinai (Ex. 24:1-11). 
16. Moses saw God again on Sinai face to face (Ex. 24:12-18). 
17. In Ex. 33:9-11 God talked with Moses as he entered the tabernacle: "the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend." Even the heathen had knowledge of God being seen face to face (Num. 14:14). 
18. In Ex. 33:12-23 Moses asked to see God's glory (Ex. 33:18), instead of His bodily form apart from His glory which he had already seen many times. God refused to show him the glory of His face but said Moses might see it in "My back parts" (Ex. 33:23). 
19. Moses saw God another time in Ex. 34:5-9 when "the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there." 
20. God appeared to Moses and all Israel Lev. 9:23-24 which says, "there came a fire out from before (not down from) the Lord, and consumed upon the altar." This indicates a visible presence. 
  
21. Lev. 10:1-2 states that "there went out fire from the Lord" to devour wicked priests who "offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not." 
22. According to Num. 12:4-5, "the Lord came down ... and stood in the door of the tabernacle" to be seen and heard by Moses, Miriam and Aaron. 
23. In Dt. 31:2,15-16, at the time of Moses' death, when he was 120 years old (Dt. 34:5-7), the Lord appeared to him. 
24. "God came unto Balaam at night" to instruct him and warn him (Num. 22:20). 
25. "The ass saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way ... His sword drawn (Num. 22:23). 
26. Again "the ass saw the angel of the Lord" standing "in a path of the vineyards" (Num. 22:24-25). 
27. Still again the ass saw "the angel of the Lord" who "went further, and stood in a narrow place" (Num. 22:26-27). 
28. When "the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam ... he saw the angel of the Lord" (Num. 22:31-38). That this was an appearance of God is evident from the fact that in Num. 22:35 it says, "the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam ... only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak"; and in Num. 22:38 it says, "Balaam said ... the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak." 
29. In Num. 23:3-10 "God met Balaam" and gave him words to speak. 
30. Again, as recorded in Num. 23:16-24, "the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth." 
31. Joshua saw God in a visible body, having a "sword drawn in His hand" (Josh. 5:13-15). That He received worship when "Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship," proves the visible presence was God. See Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9 where worship was refused. 
32. God appeared to Israel to rebuke them for sin (Judg. 2:1-5). 
  
33. The Lord appeared to Gideon and "sat under an oak" in visible form as recorded in Judg. 6:11-23. While in v. 11 He is called "an angel of the Lord," in vv. 14 and 16 He is plainly called "the Lord." 
34. He appeared to Manoah's wife and predicted Samson's birth (Judg. 13:3-7). 
35. He appeared to Manoah and his wife together in answer to prayer, as seen in Judg. 13:8-23. That this was an appearance of God in visible form is clear from Judg. 13:22 which says, "Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen God." 
36. God appeared to Samuel and called him to be a prophet, as seen in 1Sam. 3:10 which says, "the Lord came, and stood, and called." 
37. He appeared again to Samuel, for 1Sam. 3:21 says, "And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh" 
38. In 1Ki. 19:11-18 we see that Elijah saw the Lord when he stood "upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by." 
39. From 1Chr. 21:16-17 we learn that David saw the Lord, for whereas 1Chr. 21:16 says David "saw the angel of the Lord," 1Chr. 21:17 calls Him "God." Referring to the place of this appearance, 2Chr. 3:1 says, "where the Lord appeared unto David." 
40. God appeared to Job who said, "I have heard of Thee ... but now mine eye seeth Thee" (Job 42:5). 
41. God appeared to Isaiah in the temple, for in Isa. 6 he testified, "I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple." 
42. Amos declared in Amos 9:1, "I saw the Lord standing upon the altar." 
43. Acts 7:54-60 shows that Stephen saw "Jesus standing on the right hand of God." 
44. John saw both God and the glorified Christ in the reception of Revelation (Rev. 4:2-11; 5:1-13; 6:16; 7:9-17; 8:3-5; 11:16; 12:5; 14:1-5; 19:1-10; 21:3-7; 22:1-5). In Rev. 1:10-18 we read of an appearance of Christ, for in Rev. 1:11John speaks of a voice saying, "I am Alpha and Omega," and in Rev. 1:12-13 he says, "I turned to see the voice that spake ... I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst ... one like unto the Son of man." 
  
Besides the above appearances the prophets saw God -- His shape, His body (like that of a man), His hair, eyes, and other bodily parts, His clothing, and His chariot throne drawn by cherubim in visions. 

Ezekiel saw Him (Ezek. 1:2-28; 8:1-4; 9:1-4; 10:1-5,7-22; 40:1-4,6,8-9,11,13-14,17,19,24, 28,32,35,45,47-48; 41:1,4-5,13,15; 42:1,13,15-20; 43:1-7); 

Daniel saw Him (Dan. 7:9-14; 10:5-9); and Zechariah saw Him (Zech. 1:8-20; 2:1-13; 3:1-2; 4:1-5; 5:2-5,10; 6:4-5). 

We have reasons to believe that Enoch, Noah and others also saw God, because they walked with Him and received specific instructions from Him (Gen. 5:22-24; 6:8-9; Heb. 11:5-7; Jude 1:14-15). 

Furthermore, on a number of occasions the glory of the Lord appeared to Moses and Israel and they saw it and heard God's voice from it. 

This was more than an invisible presence (Num. 14:10-12; 16:19-30,41-50; 20:6-13, etc.). In view of the above appearances of God to men, the often quoted verse, "No man hath seen God at any time" (Jn. 1:18) can only be understood to mean that no man has seen Him face to face in His glory and comprehended Him fully as "the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father," who "hath declared him." 

In 1Tim. 6:16 we read of the Godhead "dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto," but when God chooses to appear apart from this light, man can approach. Human beings have experienced this many times, both seeing and hearing God. 

Notes For Verse 8
a [not in dark speeches] Moses received God's Word directly and plainly, not through dreams, visions, parables, or dark sayings. 
 
b [similitude] Hebrew: temunah (HSN-<H8544>), something portioned out, as a shape, embodiment. It is translated "similitude" (Num. 12:8; Dt. 4:12-16; cp. Dan. 10:16; Jas. 3:9), "image" (Job 4:16; cp. note, Gen. 1:26), and "likeness" (Ex. 20:4; Dt. 4:23-25; 5:8; Ps. 17:15; cp. note, Gen. 1:26). Physical form is referred to in each of these scriptures. See note, Jn. 4:24. 
 
c [wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?] Question 16. Next, Num. 12:14. 
 
d [not afraid to speak] Men in all ages have been bold enough to speak against the servants of God. Prophets, priests, Levites, apostles, and laymen serving God have been martyred by hundreds and thousands. Others have been maligned and threatened with horrible sufferings and death (Mt. 23:35; Acts 4,8,9,16,22; 2Cor. 11; Heb. 11). Predictions of multitudes more to be martyred are given in Rev. 6:9-11; 12:1-5,17; 15:2-4; 17:6-7; 20:4-6. 
 
e [my servant Moses] Occurs six times (Num. 12:7,8; Josh. 1:2,7; 2Ki. 21:8; Mal. 4:4). 
 
Notes For Verse 9
a [anger of the LORD]; Note its results Num. 12:10. 
 
Notes For Verse 10
a [leprous] 

Verse 11
a [Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us] Rebellion stopped at the first sign of judgment, when Aaron begged Moses to be merciful. Few think of mercy for others until they need it for themselves (Num. 12:11-12). 
 
Notes For Verse 12
a [one dead] Some diseases named "leprosy" by the ancients were nothing short of a living death. Miriam seems to have been cursed with the most loathsome kind. 
 
Notes For Verse 13
a [Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee] As usual, Moses not only showed meekness in the face of bitter opposition to himself, but also mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Notes For Verse 14
a [If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days?] Question 17. Next, Num. 14:3. If her earthly father had spit in her face, she would have been greatly humiliated; how much more should she be humiliated when rejected by God for sin? 
 
b [spit in her face] Spitting in the face was held by oriental as a sign of great contempt (Job 30:10; Isa. 50:6; Mk. 14:65). 
 
c [let her be received in again] Forgiveness is not always easy to get from man, but from God, who is all merciful, it is given for the asking. 
 
Notes For Verse 15
a [shut out from the camp seven days] For Miriam's punishment she was quarantined for seven days (Lev. 13:4,5,21,26). By now she was between eighty-five and ninety years old, making it all the more humiliating. 
 
b [journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again] This was the first place that Israel had camped for several days after leaving Sinai. Miriam's sin caused them to remain here at least seven days. 
 
Notes For Verse 16
a [afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran] After Miriam had been brought back into camp, having been healed of leprosy (Num. 12:10-16). 
 
The Almond
In the Bible, Aaron's almond rod signifies divine selection, perpetual priesthood, watchfulness, and new life, as it miraculously budded, blossomed, and bore ripe almonds overnight, confirming God chose Aaron's lineage for priesthood despite rebellion. The almond's Hebrew name, shaqed, links to watching (shoqed), symbolizing God's promise to "watch over" His word, while its early blooming signifies life emerging from apparent death and God's prompt action. 
Significance of Aaron's Almond Rod:
· Divine Approval: The miracle proved Aaron, not others who challenged his authority, was God's chosen priest, silencing rebels.
· Perpetual Priesthood: The budding rod, kept in the Ark, served as a lasting reminder of the Levite priesthood's legitimacy and continuity.
· Watchfulness & Promptness: The almond (shaqed) is the first to wake and blossom, mirroring God's vigilance and promise to "hasten to perform" His word (Jeremiah 1:11-12).
· Life from Death: A dead, dry staff producing life (buds, blossoms, fruit) symbolized resurrection, unexpected fruitfulness, and God's power to bring life to the barren.
· Symbol of Light & Life: Almond blossoms also adorned the Menorah, linking the priesthood's authority to divine light and the Holy Spirit. 
Key Biblical References:
· Numbers 17: The primary account where each tribal leader's staff is placed before the Ark, and only Aaron's miraculously sprouts almonds.
· Jeremiah 1:11-12: God shows Jeremiah an almond branch to symbolize He is "watching over" His word to fulfill it.
    [what seest thou?] Question 1. Next, Jer_1:13.
b    [rod of an almond tree] A staff for striking, made from an almond tree, as in Jer_46:17; Gen_30:37-41. Like the early morning roosters among birds, an almond tree is one of the earliest to show life in the spring. Here it symbolizes a watchman, a vigilant officer looking for the invasion of Judah by Babylon, as in the next verses (Jer_1:13-16). The idea is that God would hasten the invasion (Jer_1:12).

CLARKE: 
A rod of an almond tree - שקד shaked, from שקד shakad, “to be ready,” “to hasten,” “to watch for an opportunity to do a thing,” to awake; because the almond tree is the first to flower and bring forth fruit. Pliny says, Floret prima omnium amygdala mense Januario; Martio vero pomum maturat. It blossoms in January, when other trees are locked up in their winter’s repose; and it bears fruit in March, just at the commencement of spring, when other trees only begin to bud. It was here the symbol of that promptitude with which God was about to fulfill his promises and threatening. As a rod, says Dahler, is an instrument of punishment, the rod of the almond may be intended here as the symbol of that punishment which the prophet was about to announce.
· Exodus 25:33-34: The Menorah (lampstand) was decorated with almond-shaped cups, blossoms, and flowers. 
The menorah and almonds are deeply connected in Jewish tradition, as the original Temple Menorah was designed to look like a blossoming almond tree, featuring almond-shaped cups, buds, and flowers, symbolizing God's watchfulness, promise, and the Tree of Life, reinforced by Aaron's rod miraculously blooming almonds, signifying divine choice and life. This symbolism connects the menorah to vigilance, divine promise, and redemption, with the almond tree's early blooming representing God's swift action to fulfill His word, a theme highlighted in the Book of Jeremiah. 
Symbolic Meanings of Almonds & Menorah
· Divine Watchfulness: The Hebrew word for almond, shaqed (watch/wake), parallels God's promise in Jeremiah 1:12 to "watch over my word to perform it".
· Tree of Life: The almond tree's design transforms the menorah into a symbol of the Tree of Life, offering salvation and eternal life.
· Miracle & Priesthood: Aaron's rod, made from an almond branch, sprouted, blossomed, and bore almonds, confirming his priesthood and God's blessing.
· Light & Revelation: The menorah's light, fueled by oil in almond-shaped bowls, represents God's truth illuminating darkness.
· Purity & New Life: Almond blossoms signify purity, hope, and the start of new life, connecting to the promise of redemption. 
Modern Relevance
· The almond's symbolism is celebrated during Tu B'Shevat (Jewish Arbor Day).
· Modern menorahs sometimes incorporate almond blossoms or designs, connecting tradition with contemporary artistry. 
The light from the menorah, sustained by the oil in the almond-shaped bowls, represents the light of God's truth and the illumination of His Word.

In the broader biblical context, the almond tree's early bloom is a metaphor for the swiftness of God's actions and His readiness to bring His plans to fruition. This is a powerful reminder for believers of the importance of spiritual vigilance and the assurance that God is ever-watchful over His creation.

Conclusion

The almond's presence in the design of the Tabernacle's lampstand is a testament to its rich symbolic meaning in the biblical narrative. As a symbol of watchfulness and divine promise, the almond-shaped bowls of the menorah highlight the themes of light, revelation, and God's unwavering faithfulness to His people.
Comnentary – Numbers CHAPTER 12
(1490 B.C.)
MIRIAM AND AARON
1 And Miriam (Moses’ sister) and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. (Some claim that this was actually Zipporah, and others claim that it was not, but rather that Zipporah had died, and Moses had taken this woman as his wife; or else Zipporah had not died, and Moses had taken to himself a second wife. The latter is doubtful!

At any rate, this woman was of dark skin, and greatly envied by Miriam, who evidently felt she was not worthy of such a place and position. Also, Miriam being first mentioned shows that she was the leader of this complaint. As we shall see, the Lord did not at all take kindly to the accusations of these two. It is obvious that Satan was attempting to use this to diminish Moses in the eyes of the people, and attempted to do so by Moses’ closest relatives.)

2 And they said, Has the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? has He not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard it. (Miriam and Aaron claimed here that the Lord had told them to do what they were doing. It’s bad enough to do wrong, but worse yet when we pull God into our wrong, by attempting to make Him the Author of such. God heard that then, and He hears such now; as well, the end result will be the same now as then — severe chastisement for the guilty party.)

3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the Earth [inasmuch as this is a parenthetical statement, the probability is strong that Moses didn’t actually write it, but that it was written by someone else later, and inserted into the Sacred Text and, as well, sanctioned by the Holy Spirit; it is highly unlikely that Moses would have said such of himself].)

GOD DEFENDS MOSES

4 And the LORD spoke suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam (how the Lord did this, we aren’t told; however, the word “suddenly” points to something unexpected and unusual), Come out you three (from the camp) unto the Tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.

5 And the LORD came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the Tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.

6 And He said, Hear now My words: If there be a Prophet among you, I the LORD will make Myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream (the way that Prophecies are generally given by the Lord).

7 My servant Moses is not so (the Lord here puts Moses above all the Prophets of the Old Testament, other than John the Baptist, who introduced Christ [Lk. 7:28]), who is faithful in all My house. (Miriam and Aaron were saying that Moses wasn’t faithful, and we speak of the marriage, but the Lord said the opposite. We had better be certain that we say exactly what the Lord is saying.)

8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold (the idea is that Moses, at times, literally saw the Spirit Body of the Lord; it is not possible, I think, to derive anything else from this Text; as well, the Lord in this manner spoke to Moses, and, one might say, “face to face”): wherefore then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?

(The words “speak against” refer to finding fault, but fault that didn’t exist. As we shall see, the Lord did not look upon their sin sympathetically, even as He can never look upon sin sympathetically.)

9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and He (the Lord) departed. (It’s one thing to have man angry with us; it is something else altogether to have the Lord angry at us. The cause of this anger was the cruel criticism of Moses’ sister and brother. The Holy Spirit through James addressed this as well, as it regards modern Believers [James, Chpt. 3].)

LEPROSY

10 And the cloud departed from off the Tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. (This plainly tells us that Miriam was the leader in this rebellion. Even though Aaron sinned by going along with her, he was not the instigator. The Hebrew Text points to the fact that the leprosy put on Miriam by the Lord was its worst and final stage. The word “looked” means that the High Priest gazed with astonishment.)

11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech you, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. (The manner in which Aaron now addresses Moses tells us that he rightly acknowledges Moses’ superior position, thereby abandoning all pretension to equality. As well, he frankly confesses his sin, which he should have done.)

12 Let her (Miriam) not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his mother’s womb (as well, Aaron also conducts himself as a High Priest, which he was, thereby interceding on behalf of his sister; he was horrified at the condition of Miriam, as all leprosy of this type affects the victim in its final stages; in other words, Miriam would have died shortly had not the Lord healed her).

INTERCESSION

13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech you (he pleads for her, who had done so wrong, which is true Christlikeness; Jesus addressed this when He said, “Pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” [Mat. 5:44]).

14 And the LORD said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? (The Lord proclaims as to how serious this sin was; Miriam had attempted to embarrass Moses publicly; in turn, the Lord embarrassed her publicly; once again, Jesus addressed this by saying, “With what measure you mete, it shall be measured to you again” [Mat. 7:2].) let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again.

15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again. (Miriam’s sin stopped the entirety of the Work of God, numbering nearly 3 million people, for an entire week. From this we should understand just how serious that sin actually is.)

16 And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran. (They were not far from the Promised Land, and the Lord intended for them to now go in; however, as we shall see, unbelief caused them to languish over 38 more years in that wilderness.)

Commentary: 
CHAPTER 17
(1454 B.C.)

AARON’S ROD THAT BUDDED

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the Children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their Princes according to the house of their fathers twelve rods: you write every man’s name upon his rod. (Each rod of the twelve bore a mighty name. Through the night in which they lay hidden within the Tabernacle, the sons of Israel might have expressed confidence in such-and-such a name, as today many in the modern Church do the same. But, in the morning, all the rods were found to be dead sticks, notwithstanding the names they bore, except the rod of Aaron. It, alone, was living, beautiful, and accepted. — Williams.)

3 And you shall write Aaron’s name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be for the head of the house of their fathers (concerning Aaron’s rod, the total would have been thirteen).

4 And you shall lay them up in the Tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, where I will meet with you (evidently the rods were placed in the Holy Place before the Veil which hid the Ark of the Covenant).

5 And it shall come to pass, that the man’s rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will make to cease from Me the murmurings of the Children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you (the problem was, they didn’t want God’s choice, but rather a choice of their own).

6 And Moses spoke unto the Children of Israel, and every one of their Princes gave him a rod apiece, for each Prince one, according to their fathers’ houses, even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among their rods.

7 And Moses laid up the rods before the LORD in the Tabernacle of witness (verification would be made).

8 And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the Tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds (this did not signify the greatness of Aaron, but the One of Whom Aaron was a Type, the Lord Jesus Christ; it signified His Death, hence, the dead stick to begin with, and Resurrection, signified by the buds, blossoms, and almonds).

9 And Moses brought out all the rods from before the LORD unto all the Children of Israel: and they looked, and took every man his rod.
10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron’s rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and you shall quite take away their murmurings from Me, that they die not (because of Christ, which the rod represented, Mercy was granted, even though the people did not at all deserve such).

11 And Moses did so: as the LORD commanded him, so did he.
12 And the Children of Israel spoke unto Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish (as someone has said, “They were fearful to offend, yet not loving to obey”).

13 Whosoever comes anything near unto the Tabernacle of the LORD shall die: shall we be consumed with dying? (But yet, the dying was their fault, and theirs alone, even though they tried to blame Moses and Aaron, which, in essence, was blaming the Lord. It is man’s age-old problem of refusing to accept responsibility.)

