Numbers 16 -Commentary/Word Study
Self Judgement Series – False Witness That Leads To Rebellion
And Unrighteous Judgement Series

The Rebellion Of Korah And His Co-Horts

Notes For Verse 1
a [Korah] 
Korah's Rebellion 
 
Korah the Levite, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath (Ex. 6:18,21,24), began a rebellion against Moses, with Dathan and Abiram cooperating, because they wanted more authority in the congregation and contended that Moses and Aaron had too much. They caused 250 of Israel's chief princes to rebel (Num. 16:1-3). Ultimately, 14,700 died (Num. 16:49) besides the original rebels and their families (Num. 16:29-34), and the 250 princes (Num. 16:35). 
 
Perhaps Korah felt slighted because Elizaphan, who was of the younger branch of Kohathites, was made head of all Kohathites (Num. 3:27,30). Korah camped among the Kohathites next to Reuben on the south of the tabernacle which made it convenient to talk over grievances. Reubenites were perhaps discontented because their birthright had been taken away from them and they had not been given what they considered their proper place among the tribes. Korah's object was not to abolish the distinction between the Levites and the people, but to win the priesthood for himself and his kinsmen (Num. 16:10). This design was hidden under the pretext that all the people were holy and should be equal. 
 
Notes For Verse 3
a [wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?] Question 24. Next, Num. 16:9. 
 
b [lift ye up yourselves above the congregation] 
 

Eight Accusations against Moses and Aaron 
 
1. You exercise more authority than you have the right to. 
2. You think you are the only holy ones but all in the congregation are holy. 
3. You lift yourselves up above the congregation of the Lord. 
4. You have brought us out of Egypt, the real land of milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness (Num. 16:13). 
5. You make yourself a prince over us. 
6. You have not brought us into the promised land of milk and honey (Num. 16:14). 
7. You have not given us the inheritance of fields and vineyards as you have promised. 
8. You blind the eyes of the people to the fact that you keep none of your promises. 
 
Notes For Verse 4
a [fell upon his face] 
 

The Six Times that Moses Fell on His Face 
 
1. When God would have destroyed the people at Sinai because of idolatry (Dt. 9:18 with Ex. 32) 
2. When they rebelled at Kadesh-barnea (Dt. 9:25 with Num. 14:5) 
3. When Korah and his company rebelled and accused Moses and Aaron of wrongdoing (Num. 16:4) 
4. When God determined to destroy the people because of Korah's rebellion (Num. 16:22) 
5. When God determined to destroy the people who rebelled because of His judgments upon the 250 princes (Num. 16:45) 
 
6. When Israel rebelled against Moses because of no water (Num. 20:6) 
 
Notes For Verse 5
a [Even to morrow the LORD will shew who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto him: even him who he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him.] The 4th prophecy in Numbers (Num. 16:5, fulfilled). Next, Num. 16:28. 
 
Notes For Verse 6
a [This do] Moses plainly set forth the test that would prove God's choice (Num. 16:6-19). Korah accepted the challenge knowing he had the congregation behind him. He thought that God would go along with the people's choice (Num. 16:19), but he was wrong. God made the choices, not the people. 
 
b [Take you censers ...] Threefold challenge and test: 
 
1. Take censers tomorrow. 
2. Put fire in them (Num. 16:7). 
3. Put incense in them before the Lord. 
 
Notes For Verse 8
a [sons of Levi] Korah was the only Levite of the three ringleaders. The other Levites addressed could have been his children and near relatives (Num. 16:8,32). 
 
Notes For Verse 9
a [Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them? And he hath brought thee near to him and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the priesthood also? For which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together against the LORD: and what is Aaron, that ye murmur against him? ... Is it a small thing that you hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us? Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of these men?] Questions 25-29. Next, Num. 16:22. 
 
b [to bring you near to himself ...] Three purposes of God in the choice of the Levites: 
 
1. To separate them from Israel. 
2. To bring them near to Himself to serve in the tabernacle worship. 
3. To have them stand before the congregation to minister to them. 
 
Notes For Verse 10
a [seek ye the priesthood also?] This was Korah's real purpose; and if it depended on popular support, he already had it, for all Israel was with him (Num. 16:2,11,16,19). 
 
Notes For Verse 11
a [murmur against him] Korah sought Aaron's office, so naturally he was the target of the murmuring (Num. 16:10-11). 
 
Notes For Verse 12
a [We will not come up] Perhaps they feared judgment and were too proud to acknowledge their part in the rebellion. That they were still bitter is clear from their accusations against Moses (Num. 16:13-14). Their stubbornness caused Moses to become very angry (Num. 16:15). 
 
Notes For Verse 15
a [said unto the LORD, Respect not thou their offering] This was no doubt an impressive prayer which Moses made in his anger. He appealed to God to stand by him and Aaron, and not to follow popular opinion (Num. 16:15,19). 
 
b [I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them] Two things Moses was not guilty of: 
 
1. I have not taken one ass from them. 
2. I have not hurt one of them. 
 
Notes For Verse 16
a [Be thou and all thy company before the LORD, thou, and they ...] Two final instructions of the contest: 
 
1. You (Korah), your company, and Aaron come before the Lord tomorrow. 
2. Each of you put fire and incense in a censer and bring it before the Lord (Num. 16:17). 
 
Notes For Verse 17
a [each of you his censer] Altogether there were 254 censers if Dathan and Abiram were present. 
 
Notes For Verse 18
a [they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle] The rebels were bold and confident believing the whole congreation was with them and thinking their cause was just (Num. 16:18,19). Because they were so popular they did not think God would take such a drastic stand against them. But God used the occasion to teach that popularity means nothing to Him; His law must be obeyed and His will must be done even if thousands perish. God did this for Israel's own good at that time, as well as for the good of coming generations. 
 
Notes For Verse 19
a [the glory of the LORD appeared] Seven times God's glory appeared in the wilderness:  See Notes on Numbers 17 and the times God Appeared in Scripture – Some were not for good reasons
 
1. When Israel murmured for food (Ex. 16:10) 
2. When the altar was dedicated (Lev. 9:23) 
3. When Israel rebelled at Kadesh (Num. 14:10) 
4. When they rebelled with Korah (Num. 16:19) 
5. When they rebelled because the 250 princes were destroyed (Num. 16:42) 
6. When they rebelled for water (Num. 20:6) 
7. When Moses was ready to die (Dt. 31:15) 
 
Notes For Verse 21
a [Separate yourselves from among this congregation] Instead of separating themselves, Moses and Aaron fell on their faces to plead for mercy -- for Israel to be spared from threatened destruction (Num. 16:22). A moment before Moses himself was furious (Num. 16:15), but, when Israel became a subject of God's wrath, Moses forgot his own anger and spent his strength to save the people (Num. 16:22). 
 
Notes For Verse 22
a [fell upon their faces] See The Six Times that Moses Fell on His Face. 
 
b [God of the spirits of all flesh] This term is used twice (Num. 16:22; 27:16). It simply means that all people will have to give an account to God for their lives and conduct (Job 12:10; 2Pet. 2:9). All are in God's hands to be judged and sent to their own destiny, according to the way they have lived. The righteous go to heaven when they leave their physical bodies (2Cor. 5:8; Php. 1:21-24; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 6:9-11), and the wicked go to hell to await the resurrection, being preserved there to be judged (Isa. 14:9; Lk. 16:19-31; Rev. 20:11-15). 
 
c [spirits of all flesh] "Spirits of flesh" (found only here and in 27:16), sets forth the biblical doctrine of immortality of the souls and spirits of all men, and the distinct difference between the material and spiritual natures of man. See points A-U, The Doctrine of Man. 
 
d [wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?] Question 30. Next, Num. 17:13. 
 
e [all the congregation] Moses was very angry with a few (Num. 16:15), but he complained against God for being angry with all the people (Num. 16:21-22). 
 
Notes For Verse 24
a [Speak unto the congregation, saying ...] Two commands -- separation: 
 
1. God's command to separate from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
2. Moses' command to separate from their tents, lest the people be consumed (Num. 16:26) 
 
Notes For Verse 25
a [elders of Israel followed him] This shows that the elders of Israel who had the Holy Spirit upon them (Num. 11:16-17,25) did not rebel. 
 
Notes For Verse 27
a [Korah, Dathan, and Abiram] Evidently, these three men had tents near one another, as all the Kohathites and Reubenites camped south of the tabernacle (Num. 2:10; 3:29). As they were standing in their tent doors with their wives, sons, and daughters, they were swallowed up by the earth (Num. 16:27-34). 
 
b [stood in the door of their tents] They stood in defiance of Moses and his power. 
 
c [and their wives, and their sons, and their little children] The wives and only those sons and children who joined in the rebellion perished. Even sons of Korah who did not rebel did not die with their father (Num. 26:11). This explains much and frees God of any blame regarding the destruction of innocent members of these families. 
 
Notes For Verse 28
a [And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind. If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the LORD hath not sent me. But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these man have provoked the LORD.] The 5th prophecy in Numbers (Num. 16:28-30, fulfilled). Next, Num. 17:5. 
 
b [Hereby ye shall know that the LORD hath sent me to do all these works] It was by signs and wonders that God's leaders in both Testaments were confirmed to be true His servants. 
 
Notes For Verse 30
a [if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them] A man would need to be speaking by direct inspiration to say such things (Num. 16:29-30). 
 
b [quick] Num. 16:33. 
 
c [pit] Hebrew: she'owl (HSN-<H7585>), the place of departed spirits; the unseen world; hell (Num. 16:30,33). 
 
d [provoked the LORD] Provoking God has always been a great sin. Israel's history shows that they repeatedly provoked Him to anger. 
 
Notes For Verse 31
a [as he had made an end of speaking] This shows how quickly prophecy can be fulfilled (Num. 16:31-33). 
 
Notes For Verse 32
a [earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up] This was an earthquake timed by the Lord to happen the moment Moses finished prophesying (Num. 16:21). The earth opened from the surface to the center where sheol (hell) is located (Num. 16:33; Mt. 12:40; Eph. 4:8-10). 
 
Notes For Verse 33
a [alive] Hebrew: chay (HSN-<H2416>), alive; life; living; lives; translated "quick" (Num. 16:30; Ps. 55:15; 124:3); alive 31 Times (Num. 16:33; Gen. 43:7,27-28; 45:26,28; 46:30); life 141 Times (Gen. 1:20,30; 2:7,9; 3:14,17,22,24; 6:17; 7:11,15,22; 18:10,14; 23:1); living 100 times (Num. 16:48; Gen. 1:21,24,28; 2:7); live 43 times (Num. 14:21,28); liveth 59 times (Judg. 8:19; 1Sam. 14:39,45); and in other ways to express life, not extinction of being or unconsciousness. It is used of God (Dt. 5:26; Josh. 3:10; 1Sam. 17:26,36; 2Ki. 19:4,16; Ps. 42:2; 84:2; Isa. 37:4,17; Jer. 10:10; 23:36; Dan. 6:20,26; Hos. 1:10); of living heavenly creatures (Ezek. 1:5-22; 3:13; 10:15-20); and of other eternal, immortal things. The true meaning here is that the rebels went down into sheol where their lives continued, again proving the immortality of the soul and spirit. 
 
b [pit] Hebrew: she'owl (HSN-<H7585>), "the unseen world; the place of departed spirits; hell." Sheol is translated "pit" instead of "hell" in Num. 16:30,33 and Job 17:16. See Hell in Where Are the Dead?. 
 
c [perished] Hebrew: 'abad (HSN-<H6>), to wander away; lose oneself; to be lost; to be destroyed from the human scene (Num. 16:33; Ps. 10:16; 119:92; Jer. 48:36; 49:7; Mic. 7:2). 

It never means annihilation. Their bodies died, but their immortal souls and spirits went to sheol to remain in consciousness until the resurrection of the wicked dead at the end of the Millennium. Then their bodies will be resurrected, made immortal and reunited with the soul and spirit to be judged and sent to the eternal hell. 
 
Notes For Verse 35
a [came out a fire from the LORD, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense] Instead of being swallowed up by the earth like their ringleaders (Num. 16:28-33), the 250 rebels perished in a fire sent from God. This was the third fire from the Lord to destroy rebels (Num. 16:35; 11:1-3; Lev. 10:1-9). These offered strange fire and incense as did the sons of Aaron who were destroyed by fire (Lev. 10). 
 
Notes For Verse 37
a [Speak unto Eleazar ...] Two commands -- brazen memorial: 
 
1. Tell Eleazar to take the 250 censers out of the fire (which burned the 250 princes) and scatter the fire, for they are set apart for the Lord 
2. Make plates from them to cover the brazen altar as a sign to Israel regarding the rebellion, and to warn all that none but the seed of Aaron shall offer incense before the Lord (Num. 16:38-40) 
 
Notes For Verse 38
a [against their own souls] They offered fire before God to the destruction of their own lives. 

The Rebellion of The Congregation
 
Notes For Verse 41
a [But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron] The natural man cannot stop fighting against God. These people were back for more punishment. They now complained against Moses and Aaron, accusing them of killing the people of the Lord. They failed to learn one thing from their many plagues and judgments -- that it was God, not Moses, who punished them for the very thing they were now doing. What they might have done if left alone can only be imagined. On previous occasions they wanted to kill their leaders and return to Egypt (Num. 14:10; 15:35-36). To protect His servants God came again and destroyed many thousands (Num. 16:42-50). 
 
Notes For Verse 42
a [the glory of the LORD appeared] It seems the appearance of God's glory was a sign that He wanted to deal with His people (Num. 16:42; 14:10; 16:19; 20:6, etc.). As seen in the note on Num. 16:19, it appeared on various occasions, each time as a sign of the God's presence to deal with Israel for breaking His law. God dwells in a light which no man can approach; therefore, no man can see Him in that light (1Tim. 6:16). In times past He has had to hide Himself so the ones to whom He appeared would not be destroyed. Even in the new earth He will be seen out of His great light (Rev. 21:3; 22:4-5). 
 
Notes For Verse 45
a [Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment] Again God commanded Moses to get away from the congregation so He could destroy it; and again Moses fell on his face to plead with Him to spare the people (Num. 16:45; cp. Num. 16:21-22; 14:5-20; Ex. 32). 
 
Notes For Verse 46
a [Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them] Four steps to stop the plague: 
 
1. Taking a censer in hand 
2. Putting fire in it from the altar 
3. Putting incense on the fire 
4. Making an atonement for sin 
 
b [make an atonement for them] 
 
Remedies for the Ten Plagues in Numbers 
 
1. Prayer stopped the first plague (Num. 11:1-3). 
2. Judgment was used in the second plague (Num. 11:33). 
3. Prayer and confession of sin were effective in the third plague (Num. 12:10-16). 
4. Judgment was used in the fourth plague (Num. 14:28-35). 
5. Judgment in the fifth plague (Num. 14:36-37). 
6. Judgment in the sixth plague (Num. 16:29-33).
7. Judgment in the seventh plague (Num. 16:35). 
8. Atonement halted the eighth plague (Num. 16:46). 
9. A symbol of the sin being atoned for was effective in the ninth plague (Num. 21:6-9; cp. Jn. 3:14). 
10. Judgment was used in the tenth plague (Num. 25:1-9). 
 
The remedy for all the plagues on Israel was prayer and atonement, or judgment. The Same is true today for ALL SIN:

1. Prayer (REPENTANCE)
2. Atonement (FAITH IN CROSS)
3. Or Judgement (Sins either judged at Cross and by self repentance which leads to life; or they will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgement – end is hell)

The plague experiences were recorded as examples to us that we might profit from them (2Cor. 10:1-14). They teach us that, where mercy was granted, the approach to God was by some spiritual means. 
 
Notes For Verse 49 
a [beside them that died about the matter of Korah] Counting the 253 that died "about the matter of Korah," there were 14,953 altogether, besides some women and children of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Num. 16:27-35,49). 
 
Notes For Verse 50
a [returned unto Moses] He returned from the holy place where incense and blood were offered to God to stay the plague (Num. 16:46,50). 
 
Commentary on Numbers 16

CHAPTER 16
(1454 B.C.)
KORAH’S REBELLION

1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men: (This Chapter reveals the incurable evil of the human heart. It is naturally opposed to God, and all that pertains to God, as evidenced by the rebellion of Korah. Korah was first cousin, it seems, to Moses and Aaron. He was camped close to the Tribe of Reuben, hence their association in this rebellion.
The phrase “took men” emphasizes the fact that he persuaded them as to his cause. And what was that cause?)

2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the Children of Israel, two hundred and fifty Princes of the Assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown: (Is it possible that Jethro’s unspiritual and unscriptural advice to Moses had a part in this? [Ex. Chpts. 18, 21-22]. God chose Aaron to be High Priest. Korah “gainsayed” that, which means that he disputed God’s choice of Aaron as High Priest [Jude, Vs. 11]. As well, the Princes of Reuben attacked the kingship given to Moses by God. The spirit, therefore, of this rebellion was to cast down the Blessed One — Christ — Whom God has appointed both King and Priest.)

3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, You take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift you up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD? (Korah and those who followed him attempted to change the Government of God, which has always been the crowning sin of the Church, whether the Church before the Cross, or the Church after the Cross. God’s Word is His Government. To stray from that Word at all, which Korah did, is to instigate rebellion against the Lord, which God cannot countenance in any form.)

4 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face (that is, he stepped aside so the rebels should stand face-to-face with God; he did not attempt to defend himself and Aaron; he left all to the Judgment of God and, to be sure, that Judgment was terrible):
5 And he spoke unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even tomorrow the LORD will shew who are His, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto Him: even him whom He has chosen will He cause to come near unto Him. (Their sin was not only rebellion against God in the normal sense of the word, but, in actuality, they were opposing the Headship of Christ. They were, in a sense, saying that there were many men in Israel who could fill the shoes of Moses, and many who could fill the shoes of Aaron as the High Priest. So, in a sense, they were not only denying the Headship of Christ, but, as well, His High Priestly Ministry. We should read these words carefully, because, in essence, we are reading here the sin of the modern Church.)

6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company (the “censers” were used by the Priests, and especially the High Priest, as it regarded the Holy Place, where the Table, the Lampstand, and the Altar of Incense were; they spoke of the Intercession of Christ, all on behalf of Believers; so, in effect, these individuals were claiming they could serve in this capacity the same as Aaron);

7 And put fire therein (this fire was supposed to come from the Brazen Altar), and put incense in them before the LORD tomorrow: and it shall be that the man whom the LORD does choose, he shall be holy: you take too much upon you, you sons of Levi. (They should have remembered what happened to Nadab and Abihu [Lev. 10:1-2]. To be sure, their sin was even worse than that of these two Priests, who had been stricken dead by the Lord. Rebellious man, however, always seeks to put a religious face on his erroneous direction.)

8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, you sons of Levi (evidently, others in the Tribe of Levi, the Priestly Tribe, had sided with Korah):
9 Seems it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself to do the service of the Tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them? (Moses is addressing this to the Tribe of Levi, in effect telling them that they were usurping that which God had called them to do. They were rebelling against God’s order.)

10 And He has brought you near to Him, and all your brethren the sons of Levi with you: and seek ye the Priesthood also? (The “Priesthood” of Israel of old was a Type of Christ. Everything they did symbolized Christ in His Mediatorial, Intercessory, or Atoning Work. The Lord had given specific instructions as to how the entirety of the Sacrificial System was to be carried out, and who was to carry it out. So, in effect, these rebels were pushing Christ aside. That is the sin of the modern Church. While the unredeemed world attempts to create another god, the Church, sadly, attempts to create another Sacrifice. Only the Sacrifice of Christ is acceptable. Anyone or anything else, no matter how religious it might be, can never be accepted by God.)

11 For which cause both you and all your company are gathered together against the LORD (Let it ever be known, when we pervert the Word of the Lord, this puts us “against the Lord”): and what is Aaron, that you murmur against him? (Moses is saying that Aaron is just a poor, weak human being, attempting to carry out the Work of the Lord. While they thought they were opposed to Aaron, in truth, they were opposed to the Lord. When we oppose that which is of God, we have, in essence, opposed God.)

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: which said, We will not come up (meaning that they would not obey what Moses said; evidently they were in league with Korah):

13 Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land that flows with milk and honey (they were referring to Egypt), to kill us in the wilderness, except you make yourself altogether a prince over us? (In the first place, Moses didn’t put himself in this position, God did!)

14 Moreover you have not brought us into a land that flows with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: will you put out the eyes of these men? we will not come up. (They refused to recognize that they were still in the wilderness because of their unbelief. Being condemned to 38 years of wandering in that wilderness was their fault, and not the fault of Moses and Aaron. Men forever attempt to blame their circumstances on others, instead of where it rightfully belongs — themselves.)

JUDGMENT

15 And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Respect not thou their offering: I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them (he had not enriched himself one iota as a result of his position; as well, he is asking the Lord that their sacrifices not be accepted, which means that unless the situation was rectified, they would be eternally lost).

16 And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all your company before the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron, tomorrow:
17 And take every man his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the LORD every man his censer, two hundred and fifty censers; you also, and Aaron, each of you his censer (they were demanding that they serve in some capacity in the Priesthood, so their claims would now be put to the test).

18 And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them (whether it was fire from the Brazen Altar or not, we aren’t told), and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron (the “door of the Tabernacle” probably referred here to the opening, or gate, that led into the Court; so, they stood in that opening, or else immediately outside, where they could be observed by all the people).

19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation: and the Glory of the LORD appeared unto all the congregation. (There seemed to have been quite a number who sided with Korah against Moses and Aaron. In answer to this, the Lord appeared. What exactly that means, we aren’t told. At any rate, the entirety of the congregation of Israel knew that it was the Lord.)

SEPARATION

20 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
21 Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment. (The situation was different before the Cross, and for many reasons; however, to be sure, although in a different way, the Lord is still consuming those who rebel against Christ and the Cross. While it may take a different form, the end result is the same [Rom. 1:18].)

22 And they (Moses and Aaron) fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh (Who made man), shall one man sin (Korah), and will You be wroth with all the congregation? (Moses intercedes for Israel that they not be judged for Korah’s sin. It was this man who had misled all the rest. Deceiving spirits were at work then, even as now.)

JUDGMENT

23 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying,
24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the Tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.
25 And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the Elders of Israel followed him.

26 And he spoke unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins. (Evidently, Moses and the Elders of Israel were standing near the tents of these individuals. The Lord has already told him that Judgment was soon to come.)

27 So they got up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side: And Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children (regrettably, the Judgment would include the entirety of the families).

28 And Moses said, Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of my own mind.

29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the LORD has not sent me (the die is now cast!).

30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the Earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then you shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD. (Knowing of all the miracles that Moses had seen, and that the Lord had worked through the hand of this man to do mighty things, one would think that these men would have repented; however, deception is a powerful force. Even though proof is offered, deception cannot see the reality, because deception doesn’t want to see the reality; therefore, it believes a lie, which is the condition of most of the world, and even most of the Church.)

31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them (this must have been a very fearful sight and, to be sure, many observed it).

32 And the Earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods (this speaks of the entirety of these three families of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram).

33 They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit (into Hell itself), and the Earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.
34 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the Earth swallow us up also.
35 And there came out a fire from the LORD (from the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies), and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who offered incense (exactly as it did Nadab and Abihu [Lev. 10:1-2]).

THE ALTAR

36 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying,
37 Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the Priest, that he take up the censers out of the burning (from among the charred and smouldering corpses), and scatter thou the fire yonder; for they are hallowed (the censers had been made holy by their proposed use, even though sacrilegiously; they pointed to Christ in His Intercessory Work).

38 The censers of these sinners against their own souls (the people attempting to use them were woefully wrong, and their use in this manner was wrong; however, the censers were still “hallowed,” because of what they represented), let them make them broad plates for a covering of the Altar (the Brazen Altar: everything used in the rituals and ceremonies of the Tabernacle was, in some way, attached to the Altar, as everything presently, as it pertains to the Lord, is attached to the Cross, of which the Altar was a Type): for they offered them before the LORD, therefore they are hallowed: and they shall be a sign unto the Children of Israel. (In other words, every time they brought their Sacrifices to be offered, they would see the Altar, and the plates of the censers that covered the Altar, in effect stating, “Don’t blaspheme this Altar.”)

39 And Eleazar the Priest took the brasen censers, wherewith they that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad plates for a covering of the Altar:

40 To be a memorial unto the Children of Israel, that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense before the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as his company: as the LORD said to him by the hand of Moses. (Unfortunately, under the New Covenant, many are presently committing the sin of Korah. They are substituting a government of their own making; however, they must remember, as the Cross is the means of all blessings, at the same time, it is also the means of all judgment.)

MURMURINGS

41 But on the morrow all the congregation of the Children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, You have killed the people of the LORD. (They had, in truth, forfeited their own lives, and Moses and Aaron had no more part in their deaths than Peter had in the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira. They didn’t seem to realize that their own immunity from judgment was due to the intercession of those whom they were now falsely charging. An evil heart that refuses to change cannot change.)

42 And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that they looked toward the Tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the Glory of the LORD appeared (once again, they were angering the Lord, and greatly so!).
43 And Moses and Aaron came before the Tabernacle of the congregation.

ANOTHER PLAGUE

44 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying,
45 Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces (once again, Moses intercedes on behalf of the people, even though they are murmuring constantly against him; we should learn here as to what the Lord thinks of such).

46 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer (typical of the Intercession of Christ), and put fire therein from off the Altar (typical of the Cross), and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an Atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun. (There is no intimation in Scripture that this had ever been done before, and I speak of going among the people with Incense. As it had no precedent, so it never seems to have been repeated. No Sacrifice was offered; however, there could well have been a Sacrifice on the Altar at that time, with the blood poured out at the base. At any rate, the fire came from the Altar, where Sacrifices were offered repeatedly, with the blood poured out at the base of the Altar. So, in a sense, as should be obvious, there had been shedding of blood.)
47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, and made an Atonement for the people (this is a portrayal, in Type, of the Gospel being taken to dying humanity; against the plague of sin there is no other hope).

48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed (the only thing that stands between dying, lost humanity and eternal judgment is the Cross of Christ [I Cor. 1:23; 2:2; Eph. 2:13-18; Col. 2:14-15]).

49 Now they who died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them who died about the matter of Korah (exactly what the plague was, we aren’t told; evidently, those who “murmured against Moses and Aaron” were stricken).

50 And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague was stayed. (As stated, there is only one thing that will stop the plague of sin and all of its effects, and that is the Cross. When the modern Church proposes humanistic psychology, or any other supposed solution, it is tantamount to blasphemy against the Lord. The answer is the Cross, and the Cross alone!)

