A Study In Revelation 
Chapter 1

(A.D. 96)

INTRODUCTION
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him (the Revelation given here is of Jesus Christ, not John, as many think; John was only the instrument used to write the account), to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass (refers to the beginning of the events, which continue on unto this hour, and, in fact, will continue forever; it is the Church Age and beyond); and He sent and signified it by His Angel unto His servant John (even though the Revelation came to Christ, it was delivered to John by “His Angel”):

2 Who bear record of the Word of God (regarded himself merely as a witness of what he had seen, and claimed only to make a fair and faithful record of it), and of the Testimony of Jesus Christ (John was merely a witness of the Testimony that Christ had borne), and of all things that he saw (refers to the visions and symbols given to John).

3 Blessed is he who reads, and they who hear the words of this Prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein (all who obey these admonitions are promised a Blessing): for the time is at hand (refers to the beginning of the fulfillment of these things which begins with the Church, as recorded in Revelation, Chapters 2 and 3, and continues forever).

SALUTATION
4 John to the seven Churches which are in Asia (these particular Churches were selected by the Holy Spirit to portray the entirety of the Church Age): Grace be unto you, and Peace, from Him which is, and which was, and which is to come (refers to Sanctifying Grace and Sanctifying Peace, all made possible by the Cross); and from the seven Spirits which are before His Throne (is given to us in this manner to emphasize the sevenfold aspect of the Operations of the Holy Spirit [Isa. 11:2]);

5 And from Jesus Christ, Who is the faithful Witness (earthly life of perfect obedience), and the first begotten of the dead (refers to His Resurrection, which is the Firstfruits [Rom. 8:23]), and the prince of the kings of the earth. (This refers to His rulership of the world, which is a key theme of the Book of Revelation.) Unto Him Who loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own Blood (the Cross proves the fact of His Love in no uncertain terms),

6 And has made us kings and priests unto God and His Father (made possible by what Christ did at the Cross, and only by what Christ did at the Cross); to Him be Glory and Dominion forever and ever. Amen. (Christ is the Redeemer, so He deserves the “Glory and Dominion,” which will be His forever and ever.)

THE THEME
7 Behold, He comes with clouds (the Second Coming of Christ is the chief theme of this Book; the word “clouds” represents great numbers of Saints); and every eye shall see Him (refers to all who will be in the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem, and possibly even billions who may very well see Him by Television), and they also which pierced Him (the Jews, and they will then know beyond the shadow of a doubt that Jesus is Messiah and Lord): and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen. (The “wailing” will take place because of the Judgment Christ will bring upon the world for its sin and shame.)

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending (the First, the
Last, the only God), saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. (The word “Almighty” guarantees He will be able to accomplish all that He says.)

THE VISION
9 I John, who also am your Brother, and companion in tribulation (John was a fellow-partaker in the tribulation which was then coming to all the Churches), and in the Kingdom and Patience of Jesus Christ (Christ will ultimately establish His Kingdom on this Earth, but we must use patience in waiting for it), was in the Isle that is called Patmos (an island about 37 miles west-southwest of Miletus in the Aegean Sea), for the Word of God, and for the Testimony of Jesus Christ. (He was not in prison for crimes committed, for he had committed none, but because of his stand for our Lord.)

10 I was in the Spirit (he entered into a new kind of experience relative to the Spirit’s control over him) on the Lord’s Day (Sunday), and heard behind me a great Voice, as of a trumpet (the Voice John heard is heard unto this hour all over the world, and, in fact, will ever be heard; it is the Voice of our Lord!),

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last (Christ is all in all): and, What you see, write in a Book (constitutes what we now have and refer to as the “Book of Revelation”), and send it unto the Seven Churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. (This phrase presents these Churches that were all selected Personally by Christ.)

12 And I turned to see the Voice that spoke with me. And being turned, I saw Seven Golden Candlesticks (presents the symbolism for the seven Churches);

13 And in the midst of the Seven Candlesticks One like unto the Son of Man (Jesus is Head of the Church, the Centerpiece of its activity), clothed with a garment down to the foot (indicates His position as King-Priest), and girt about the paps with a Golden Girdle (presents kingly apparel; Christ is the King-Priest).

14 His Head and His Hairs were white like wool, as white as snow (Majesty and Authority); and His Eyes were as a flame of fire (portrays penetrating scrutiny and fierce Judgment);

15 And His Feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace (“brass” signifies His Humanity, but superhuman); and His Voice as the sound of many waters (the Voice of Power).

16 And He had in His Right Hand Seven Stars (represents the Pastors of these seven Churches): and out of His Mouth went a sharp twoedged Sword (represents the Word of God): and His Countenance was as the sun shines in His Strength (represents His Glory).

17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead (the idea is that John thought he was going to die). And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not (in effect, Christ is telling John he will not die); I am the First and the Last (He Alone is God, the Absolute Lord of history and the Creator):
18 I am He Who lives (will never die again and has life in Himself; the Fountain and Source of Life to others; the One Who has immortality [Jn. 1:4; 14:6; 1 Tim. 6:16]), and was dead (represents the Living One entering into death, into our death, in His human nature so that as the great High Priest He might finish the Sacrifice for sins, which He did); and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen (He will never die again, and death is totally defeated); and have the keys of hell and of death. (He Alone determines who will enter death and hell, and who will not.)

19 Write the things which you have seen (this Verse is the key to the understanding of the Book of Revelation; it is broken up into three parts: 1. The Vision of Christ in the midst of the Candlesticks, Chapter 1), and the things which are (2. Concerns the Churches, Chapters 2-3), and the things which shall be hereafter (3. Concerns events after the Rapture of the Church, includes the Great Tribulation and Eternity ever-after, Chapters 4-22);

20 The mystery of the Seven Stars which you saw in My Right Hand (portrays the fact that these Pastors belonged to Christ), and the Seven Golden Candlesticks. The Seven Stars are the Angels (Pastors) of the Seven Churches: and the Seven Candlesticks which you saw are the Seven Churches. (This represents the entirety of the Church Age, even as we shall see.)

Revelation 1 – Study Notes

Notes For Verse 1
a [Revelation] Greek: apokalupsis (GSN-<G602>), to unveil or uncover. It implies the lifting up of a curtain so that all can see alike what is uncovered. When used of writing, it means to reveal or make clear (Eph. 3:3; Gal. 1:12); when used of a person, it denotes visible presence (Rev. 1:1; 2Th. 1:7; 1Pet. 1:7,13). Here it refers to both the book and the person of Christ. See Revelation. 
 
b [of Jesus Christ] Not a revelation altogether concerning Christ, but one from Him. Christ is not the main subject of the book. See note f, below. 
 
c [gave unto him] God gave it to Christ, emphasizing His limitations during His incarnation (Isa. 50:4; Mt. 28:18; Mk. 13:32; Lk. 1:40,52). 
 
d [to shew] The purpose was to show, not hide from His servants, events from John's day into all eternity (Rev. 21-22). 
 
e [servants] Greek: doulos (GSN-<G1401>), used 14 times in Revelation and 111 Times in the rest of the New Testament 
 
f [things] These "things (i.e. events) which must shortly come to pass" are the subject matter of the book: 
 
1. Events of the whole church age (Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3) 
2. Events in heaven (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 5) 
3. Events of the future tribulation of Daniel's 70th week (Rev. 6 -- Rev. 19) 
4. Events of the Millennium (Rev. 20) 
5. Events of the eternal new heavens and the new earth (Rev. 21 -- Rev. 22) 
 
g [shortly] Greek: tachos (GSN-<G5034>), swiftness; speed; quickly. Translated "shortly" (Rev. 1:1; 22:6; Acts 25:4; Rom. 16:20); "quickly" (Acts 12:7; 22:18; Rev. 2:5); and "speedily" (Lk. 18:8). The idea is that this series of events must begin quickly. 
 
h [signified] Greek: semaino (GSN-<G4591>), to show or point out; announce; to make a note of. That it does not mean that all things are in symbols is clear from its use elsewhere (Rev. 1:1; Jn. 12:33; 18:32; 21:19; Acts 11:28; 25:27). It simply means to make a clear record. 
 
i [unto his servant John] The book was transmitted from God to Christ, to the angel, to John, to the churches, to us (Rev. 1:1,11). 
 
Notes For Verse 3
a [Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein] Three classes blessed: 
 
1. Those who read the Revelation. 
2. Those who hear it. 
3. Those who keep things written therein. 
 
b [prophecy] Greek: propheteia (GSN-<G4394>), occuring seven times in Revelation, indicating the prophetic aspect of the book (Rev. 1:3; 11:6; 19:10; 22:7,10,18,19). 
 
Seven rules regarding prophecy: 
 
1. Understand prophecy as history written beforehand. 
2. Give the same meaning to words of prophecy as you do the words of history. 
3. Do not seek for hidden meanings. 
 
4. Do not think prophecy must be fulfilled before it can be understood. 
5. Do not interpret God's own interpretation of anything in prophecy. 
6. Take all prophecy literally unless it is clear that it cannot have a literal meaning. Then get the literal truth conveyed by the figurative language. 
7. Let the Bible be its own interpreter. 
 
c [keep] Greek: tereo (GSN-<G5083>), to attend to carefully, guard, take care of. Translated "keep" (Rev. 1:3; 2:26; 3:8,10; 12:17; 14:12; 16:15; 22:7,9); and "hold fast" (Rev. 3:3). Its main idea in Revelation is that of keeping the Word of God. 
 
Notes For Verse 4
a [seven churches which are in Asia] They were located in Asia Minor (Rev. 1:11). 
 
b [from him which is, and which was, and which is to come] From the Divine Trinity (Rev. 1:4-5). See The Trinity. 
 
c [seven Spirits which are before his throne] See note on Rev. 5:6. 
 
Notes For Verse 5
a [Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth] 
 
Ten Facts about Jesus Christ 
 
1. Greek: martus (GSN-<G3144>), witness, martyr (Rev. 1:5; note q, Php. 1:8). Jesus was both a witness and a martyr (Rev. 3:4; 1Pet. 2:24; Heb. 3:2) 
2. The first begotten of the dead (Rev. 1:5; 1Cor. 15:20-23) 
 
3. The prince of the kings of the earth (Rev. 1:5). Greek: archon (GSN-<G758>). Translated "prince" (Rev. 1:5; Mt. 9:34; 12:24; 20:25; Mk. 3:22; Jn. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1Cor. 2:6-8; Eph. 2:2); "ruler" (Mt. 9:18,23; Lk. 8:41; 18:18; 23:13,35; 24:20; Jn. 3:1; 7:26,48; Acts 3:17; 4:5,8,26; 7:27,35; 13:27; 14:5; 16:19; 23:5; Rom. 13:3); "chief" (Lk. 11:15; 14:1); "chief ruler" (Jn. 12:42); and "magistrate" (Lk. 12:58) 
4. He loved us (Rev. 1:5; cp. Jn. 3:16). 
5. He washed us from our sins in His own blood (Rev. 1:5; Mt. 26:28; 1Jn. 1:7). 
6. He made us kings and priests unto God and His Father (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:4-6). 
7. To Him be glory and dominion for ever (Rev. 1:6; Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 7:13-14; Lk. 1:32-33; Rev. 11:15; 22:4-5). 
8. He will come with clouds -- visibly and physically, as He went away (Rev. 1:7; Dan. 7:13-14; Mt. 24:29-31; Acts 1:11; Rev. 19). 
9. They pierced Him (Rev. 1:7; Jn. 19:34) 
10. He is God (Rev. 1:8; Heb. 1:8; Isa. 9:6-7; Jn. 1:1-2; Acts 20:28) 
 
Notes For Verse 6
a [And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father ...] The first New Testament prophecy in Revelation (Rev. 1:6-7, unfulfilled). Next, Rev. 2:5. 
 
Notes For Verse 7
a [every eye shall see him] All eyes in the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem where He lands (Zech. 14:1-5). People in distant parts of the earth will not see Him until later (Isa. 2:2-4; 66:19-21; Zech. 8:23). 
 
b [they also which pierced him] The descendants of those who pierced Him -- the Jews (Zech. 12:10). 
 
c [and all kindreds of the earth] The armies of the nations that will be surrounding Jerusalem when Christ comes (Zech. 14:1-5; Mt. 24:29-31). 
 
Notes For Verse 8
a [Alpha and Omega] The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Used four times in Revelation (Rev. 1:8,11; 21:6; 22:13; cp. Rev. 1:17; 2:8). Used of Christ in all these places except in Rev. 21:6. He is also called the Almighty, which is elsewhere used of the Father (Rev. 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,14; 19:15; 21:22). 
 
Notes For Verse 9
a [companion] Greek: sungkoinonos (GSN-<G4791>), partaker, as in note, Php. 1:7. 
 
b [tribulation] Greek: thlipsis (GSN-<G2347>), used five times in Revelation: four times of persecution of Christians in John's day (Rev. 1:9; 2:9,10,22), and once of the future great tribulation (Rev. 7:14). See note, 2Cor. 1:4. 
 
c [kingdom] The kingdom of or from the heavens that Christ will establish on earth at the second coming (Rev. 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 12:10; 20:4-6; 22:5). See notes, Mt. 4:17; 19:24. 
 
d [patience] Greek: hupomone (GSN-<G5281>), patience or endurance; used seven times in Revelation of the endurance of Christians in sufferings (Rev. 1:9; 2:2-3,19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12). 
 
e [Patmos] A volcanic, treeless, rocky island about 6 x 10 miles, 30 miles southwest of Samos. It was made a place of exile by the Romans for the lowest of criminals. 
 
f [for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ] Two reasons for John's exile (Rev. 1:2,9): 
 
1. Preaching the Word of God. 
2. Testifying of Jesus Christ. 
 
Notes For Verse 10
a [in the Spirit] A term used of being wholly in union with the Holy Spirit and yielded to Him (note, Lk. 22:3). 
 
b [the Lord's day] A term used by early Christians of the first day of the week, the day of the Lord's resurrection. Romans set aside certain days for emperor worship and called them "the Augustean day," etc., so Christians set aside Sunday as the day to worship God and Christ, calling it the Lord's day. See Sunday Is the Christian Sabbath. 
 
c [as of a trumpet] God prepared Moses to receive the law by the blowing of a trumpet (Ex. 19:16-19). 
 
Notes For Verse 11
a [What thou seest, write in a book and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia] Here John was told to write in a book what he was about to see and send it to the seven churches of Asia Minor (Rev. 1:10-11). 
 
Notes For Verse 12
a [And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks] In Rev. 1:12-18 we have the vision of the glorified Christ, which constitutes the first division of Revelation in Rev. 1:19. 
 
b [seven golden candlesticks] These symbolize the seven churches (Rev. 1:20). 
 
Notes For Verse 13
a [like unto the Son of man] See Dan. 7:13-14; 10:5-10; Rev. 10. 
 
b [clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a gilden girdle ...] Eight-fold description of Christ: 
 
1. His body was clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded with golden girdle (Rev. 1:13; cp. Dan. 10:6). 
2. His hair was white like wool and snow (Rev. 1:14; Dan. 7:9). 
3. His eyes were as a flame of fire (Rev. 1:14; 19:12; Dan. 10:6; cp. Heb. 4:12). 
4. His feet were like fine brass (Rev. 1:14; 10:1; Dan. 10:6). 
5. His voice like many waters (Rev. 1:14; 8:5; 10:2-4; 11:15; 14:2; 16:17-18; 19:6; Ps. 29; Heb. 12:26; Dan. 10:6). 
6. His right hand held seven stars, which were the pastors of the seven churches (Rev. 1:20). 
7. His mouth had a two-edged sword coming out of it (Rev. 1:16; 2:12,16; 19:15,21; cp. Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12). 
8. His countenance shone like the sun (Rev. 1:16; 10:1; Dan. 10:6). 
 
Notes For Verse 17
a [I fell as his feet as dead] Note the effect of the vision upon John (Rev. 1:17-18). 
 
b [Fear not] Found 80 times in Scripture, generally of God quieting the fear of man because of His presence. 
 
Notes For Verse 18
a [I am he that liveth, and was dead] This identifies the person to be Christ (Acts 2:25-36; 1Cor. 15:1-23; Col. 2:14-17; Eph. 2:14-15; Jn. 21:14, note). 
 
b [keys of hell and of death] Keys signify power and authority (Rev. 3:7; Mt. 16:19; 18:18; Isa. 22:22). 
 
Notes For Verse 19
a [Write the things which thou hast seen] John is now commanded to write. In Rev. 1:11 he was told to write what he was about to see. Now he is told to write what he has already seen -- the vision of Rev. 1:16-18. 
 
b [which are] For the threefold key to the book of Revelation, see Summary of Revelation. 
 
c [hereafter] After the things which are, or after the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3. 
 
Notes For Verse 20
a [mystery] Greek: musterion (GSN-<G3466>), used four times in Rev. (Rev. 1:20; 10:7; 17:5,7). See Mystery. 
 
b [candlesticks] Greek: luchnia (GSN-<G3087>), lampstand or portable lamps. Used seven times in Rev. 1:12,13,20; 2:1,5; 11:4. Used elsewhere in Mt. 5:15; Mk. 4:21; Lk. 8:16; 11:33; Heb. 9:2 (cp. luchnos (GSN-<G3088>), note, Mt. 5:15; Rev. 18:23; 21:23; 22:5). 
 
c [angels] Greek: angelos (GSN-<G32>), messenger. Here it refers to the pastors of the seven churches. It is used of people in Rev. 1:1,20; 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14; 15:1,6,8; 16:1-17; 17:1; 21:9,17; 22:8-10; Jude 1:13. 
 
d [seven churches] The messages to the churches are given immediately after the vision of Christ of Rev. 1. Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3 make the second division of Revelation, containing only "the things which are," that is, the things concerning the church on earth until its rapture (1Cor. 15:23,51-58; 1Th. 4:13-17; 2Th. 2:7, notes). The letters have a threefold application: 
 
1. A local application to the churches in John's day. The letters portray actual conditions in seven local churches in Asia Minor, the western coast of modern Turkey. This is clear from the messages themselves, as well as from Rev. 1:4,11,20 
 
2. A prophetic application to the churches throughout this dispensation to the rapture, revealing spiritual conditions in local churches and in individuals in churches. 
3. An individual application, so that the individual in any church in any generation may be warned and profit by the failures of the seven churches (Rev. 1:3; 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21) 
4. A Dispensational application to periods of Church history; some disagree with this notion; this writer does not. It is clear we are living in the Laodicean church age of Revelation 3 prior to the rapture of the church. 

Ephesus – The Apostolic Age
Smyrna – The Persecuted Church Age 100-300 AD
Pergamos – The State Church 300-500 AD
Thyatira – The Catholic Church – 500-Present
Sardis – The Reformation Church – 1500-Present
Philadelphia – 1800-1900 – The Revival Church
Laodicea – 1900-Turn of Century – Present Time- End Time Church


Seven Proofs of Prophetic Application 
 
1. Rev. 1:3,19; 4:1; 22:18-19 prove the whole book to be prophetic. 
2. The term "testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 1:9; 12:17), which is the spirit of prophecy (Rev. 19:10), proves it to be a prophecy. 
3. The fact that every event of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 must be after the churches proves it to be a prophecy (Rev. 1:19; 4:1). 
4. The term "the word of God" proves a prophetic communication (Rev. 1:3,9). 
5. "Things which must shortly come to pass" (Rev. 1:1; 22:6-10) proves it to be prophecy. 
6. The fact that the letters of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3 are as applicable as all the other letters and books of the New Testament proves it to be prophetic (2Tim. 3:16-17). 
7. The promises to the overcomers in Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3 prove that the letters still apply to Christians. 

Ten Points of Similarity in the Letters 
1. In nearly all of the letters there is a reference to one or more of the details of the description of Christ in Rev. 1:12-16. 
2. Each is addressed to the pastor. 
3. Each church is commended for its works except the last one. 
4. Each church is rebuked except the second and the sixth. 
5. Each church is commanded to repent except the second, fourth, and sixth. The fourth has sin of which to repent, but is not commanded to do so. 
6. Warnings of judgment are given to all the churches except the second and sixth. 
7. Each church was more corrupt than a preceding one except the first, second, and sixth. The first one was commended for ten things; the last one condemned for ten things. 
8. Promises to overcomers are in each. 
9. Each has the same admonition to hear. 
10. John is told to write in each case. When he finishes one letter he is directed whom to write and what to write, until the last is completed. Then he is told to write "the things which shall be hereafter" the churches (Rev. 1:19; 4:1) 
 
