
The Calling of the Apostle 

The Calling of the Apostle presents the greatest of the five fold callings and the “leaders” of the Church;

1. The God-Called Apostle has been given a special emphasis on the Holy Spirit regarding his Message
2. Paul was GOD CALLED not man-called; God APPOINTED, and by God’s WILL, not mans. 
3. UNTO THE CHURCH OF GOD WHICH IS AT CORINTH – This is absent of any ecumenical “government”
4. The early Church was made up of mainly Jews and possibly a few Gentile proselytes before Cornelius (Acts 10)
5. Jerusalem was the first church (50,000)
6. Believing, following and accepting Christ but for the Jews it also meant keeping the Law
7. Paul was called by the Lord and given a MESSAGE -Acts 9:15
a. To Be A CHOSEN Vessel
b. To Bear My Name Before the Gentiles, Kings and to the Children of Israel
c. After Conversion Paul was given the Covenant of GRACE which in reality was ONE COVENANT – the NEW COVENANT
d. The Law was Fulfilled in Christ – EPISTLES
e. Other than the moral content of the Law, the law itself was no longer needed though it was holy, just and given by God. God sent Christ so He could fulfill what man could not do!
f. This did not set well with the Jews who looked at the Apostle as a threat to their way of Judaism
g. Paul’s message was look soley to CHRIST!
h. When Jews accepted Christ many of them forced the Gentile converts to keep the Law of Moses along with acceptance of Christ.
i. Some argued it had to be done for people to be saved (ACTS 15)
j. This was the FOUNDATIONAL MESSAGE OF THE APOSTLE – GRACE, NOT LAW saves!
8. Paul would not bend on the purity of the Gospel – Gal 1:8, Was hated for it; The 12 did not oppose him; Peter’s situation was isolated and cleared up quickly- Galatians
9. This  issue almost split the church of the First Century!


II. The Call
1. CALL – Greek “kletos” means APPOINTED – God knew through foreknowledge that Paul would accept this call even though Paul was not forced to.
2. APOSTLE – “Apostolos” –“he that Is sent but with a special message or work officially a Commissioner of Christ”
3. 
