Rapture Study Lesson 1
Ten Proofs the Rapture Takes Place in Rev. Chapter 4 Verse 1 

 [Write the things which thou hast seen] 
John is now commanded to write. In Rev. 1:11 he was told to write what he was about to see. Now he is told to write what he has already seen the vision of Rev. 1:16-18.
 
[which are] For the threefold key to the book of Revelation,
c [hereafter] After the things which are, or after the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3. 

· The Things Which Thou Hast Seen- The Vision Of Jesus - Revelation 1
· The Things Which Are - The Letters TO The Churches - Revelation 2-3
· The Things Which Are Hereafter - After Revelation 4:1- The Church Is No LONGER ON THE Earth after Rev. 4:1

The church is no longer on earth when the events of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 take place. Christ said the things of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 "must be hereafter," that is, after the churches,  The church then is taken away (RAPTURED) (CAUGHT UP) in Rev. 4:1 between "the things which are" (Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3) and "the things which must be hereafter," that is, after the churches (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22).

Greek: meta (GSN-<G3326>) tauta (GSN-<G5023>), after these things (Jn. 5:1). This Greek phrase is used at the beginning and at end of this verse thus: "After these things (after writing the things concerning the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3) I looked ... a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice ... said, Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be after these things," that is, after the churches (Rev. 4:1). 

This confirms and settles the question as to the time of the fulfillment of all the events of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22. They must be after these things of the churches, or after the rapture of the church. 

The church is no longer on earth when the events of 
Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 take place.

Ten Biblical Proofs 

1. Christ said the things of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 "must be hereafter," that is, after the churches, as proved above and also in note, Rev. 1:19. If this is true, which it is since Christ says it, then the church is raptured before these things of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22, and after the things of the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3. If the things which are (Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3) concern the church, then the "things which must be" after "the things which are" must concern events after the churches. The church is here during the time of the fulfillment of the things “which are;”  It is not here during the fulfillment of the things after the churches. 

2. The word "church" is found 19 times in Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3 but not once in the third division of the book which contains "the things which must be" after the churches (Rev. 4:1 -- Rev. 22:5). The church is found again in the conclusion of the book (Rev. 22:6-21), but only after "the things which must be" are fully revealed. If the church were on earth during the fulfillment of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 it certainly would be mentioned. 

3. The enthroned elders are representative of the raptured saints and they are always seen in heaven after Rev. 4:1. Cp. Rev. 4:4. 
 
4. The 70th week of Daniel will be the last seven years of this age, during which time all of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19; Mt. 24 -- Mt. 25 will be fulfilled. This week concerns Israel, not the church. Therefore, the church must be raptured before this week. 
 
5. There is no place for the rapture of the church and the Old Testament saints other than in Rev. 4:1. The man-child and the great tribulation saints are the only ones to be saved and raptured during Daniel's 70th week, and these are distinct groups from the church and the Old Testament saints. Therefore, the church is either caught up in Rev. 4:1 -- after the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3 and before the events coming after the churches of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 -- or it is never mentioned in Revelation as to its rapture. If it were to be caught up anytime during this week, it surely would have been mentioned. The church is not the man-child or the tribulation saints, as seen in Rev. 7; Rev. 12; Rev. 14. 
 
6. In Lk. 21:34-36 we have the promise of Jesus that the saved will be accounted worthy to escape all these things, and to stand before the Son of Man. The things they will escape are those of Mt. 24:4-26; Lk. 21:4-19 and Rev. 6 -- Rev. 19. 
 
7. In 1Th. 5:1-11 we have another definite promise assuring us that saints will escape the wrath of God (of Rev. 6-19). God has not appointed us to this wrath, but to obtain deliverance through Jesus Christ so we can live with Christ (1Th. 5:9-11). How could saints comfort one another (as stated in this scripture and in 1Th. 4:16-17; Tit. 2:13) if the only hope they had was the coming wrath of God in the future tribulation? 
 
8. In 2Th. 2:6-8 it is definitely shown that the rapture takes place before the revelation of the Antichrist and before the 70th week of Daniel. The events of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19 will take place during this week, so the rapture must take place in Rev. 4:1. 
 
9. There is a marked change in God's attitude toward humanity in general, from that of mercy (Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3) to that of judgment (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19). The seals, trumpets, and vials all picture judgment throughout Daniel's 70th week. If the church does not go through any of these things, as proved already, then the rapture must take place in Rev. 4:1. 
 
10. An individual or a body of individuals can be identified by peculiarities and characteristics. If the church is to be on earth and is the subject of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19 , then its earmarks should be seen. But such are not to be found. 

On the other hand, earmarks of Israel are seen throughout the book after Rev. 4:1. 

The earmarks of the church are seen up to this point only. This proves that two different institutions are dealt with in different parts of the book: first, the church until its rapture in Rev. 4:1; second, Israel after the rapture of the church to the second coming of Christ (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19). 
 
Revelation 1- The Vision Of Christ On Patmos
Revelation 2-3 – The Seven Letters To Churches In Asia Minor (PRESENT DAY CHURCH AGE)
Revelation 4:1 – The Rapture
Revelation 4:4-Revelation 5 – Scenes In Heaven – Elders, Saints Around The Throne Of God – The Lamb, Seven Spirits of God In Preparation For Israel’s Travail
Revelation 6 – The Seals -The Opening Of The Tribulation
Revelation 6-19 – The Tribulation Of Israel
Revelation 19 -The Second Coming of Jesus
Revelation 20 – The 1000 Year Kingdom Age, Great White Throne Judgement
Revelation 21-22-The Kingdom Age, Ages to Come, Even So Come Lord Jesus – The End of the Bible Ends with AMEN!

Twenty Earmarks of Israel after Rev. 4:1 
 
(1) In Matthew, the Hebrew Gospel, there are 92 references to the Old Testament; in Hebrews there are 102 references; but in Revelation there are 285 references. This proves the Jewish character of the book after Rev. 4:1.  
(2) The word "Lamb" is used 27 times in Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 and not once in the church section of Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3. It is never used in the Pauline epistles to the churches. It is used only 4 other times in the New Testament and always in connection with Israel (Jn. 1:29,36; Acts 8:32; 1Pet. 1:19). 
(3) The terms "the Lion of Judah" and "the Root of David" are Jewish (Rev. 5:5). 
(4) The 144,000 of Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5 are Jewish. They will be saved during the events after the rapture. 
(5) The events of the seals, trumpets, and vials are a partial repetition of the plagues upon Egypt and are for the same purpose -- that of judging Gentiles for their mistreatment of Israel. They fulfill many Old Testament prophecies of punishments upon Gentiles because of their oppressions of Israel (Isa. 24:21; 26:20-21; 29:6-8; Jer. 30:6-9; Ezek. 38-39; Dan. 12:1; etc.). Not one such prediction is ever made concerning the church. 
(6) The tribulation of Rev. 6 -- Rev. 19 concerns Israel (Jer. 30:6-9; Dan. 12:1; Mt. 24:15-22). 
(7) Daniel's 70th week concerns Israel and Jerusalem only (Dan. 9:24,27). 
(8) The church age comes between the 69th and 70th weeks of Daniel, proving that Israel is dealt with during the 70th week. Dan. 9:24-27. 
(9) The only saved Gentiles in Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19 are the tribulation saints and they are not the church (Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-17; 15:2-4; 20:4-6). 
(10) The ministry of the angels around the altar (Rev. 8:2-5) is familiar to Israel only. 
(11) The mystery of God promised by the prophets is Jewish (Rev. 10:7). 
(12) The temple, altar, temple worship, court of the temple, holy city, olive trees, ark of the covenant, etc. of Rev. 11 are all Jewish, not Christian. 
(13) The kingdoms of this world becoming Christ's is the fulfillment of Jewish prophets (Rev. 11:15; Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 7:13-14; Zech. 14:1-21; Lk. 1:32-33). 
(14) The woman and man-child are Jewish, as seen in Rev. 12, 
(15) A dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns, showing rulership of the nations that have persecuted Israel in the times of the Gentiles, also proves a Jewish connection (Rev. 12). It could not be a fit symbol in connection with the church. 
(16) Michael (Rev. 12:7) always stands for Israel (Dan. 10:13-21; 12:1). 
(17) The remnant (Rev. 12:17) is Jewish (Isa. 1:9). 
(18) Literal Babylon (Rev. 16:17-21; 18:1-24) proves a Jewish connection, as seen in Isa. 13-14; Jer. 50-51. The church has no relationship with Babylon. 
(19) Armageddon and the second coming (Rev. 16:13-16; 19:11-21) prove a Jewish connection. Neither subject is ever used of the church. 
(20) The Millennium and the New Earth were predicted in connection with Israel hundreds of times (Rev. 20-22; Isa. 2; Isa. 65; Isa. 66; etc), but not once with the church. 
 
 
[door was opened in heaven] This was a real opening in heaven. Greek: thura (GSN-<G2374>), a portal or entrance; door; gate. Translated door 36 times (Mt. 6:6; 25:10; 28:2; etc.); gate (Acts 3:2). 
 
[first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me] The voice of Rev. 1:10-12,17-20. 
 
[Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter] The 12th New Testament prophecy in Revelation (Rev. 4:1 -- Rev. 22:7, unfulfilled). Next, Rev. 22:10. 
 

e [up hither] 

Examples of Men Translated 
1. Enoch (in the natural body, Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5; Zech. 4:14; Rev. 11) 
2. Elijah (in the natural body, 2Ki. 2:11; Zech. 4:14; Mal. 4:5-6; Rev. 11) 
3. Jesus (in a resurrected body, Mk. 16:19; Lk. 24:39,51; Acts 1:11) 
4. Paul (2Cor. 12:1-8) 
5. John (Rev. 4:1 -- Rev. 5:14) 
6. Many bodies of Old Testament saints (Mt. 27:52-53; Eph. 4:8-10) 
7. All saved souls and spirits not yet given resurrected bodies (Eph. 4:8-10; 2Cor. 5:8; Php. 1:21-24; Heb. 12:23) 

Six New Revelations Given To Paul Concerning The Rapture:
 
1. All who die in Jesus will be brought back from heaven to be given resurrected bodies (1Th. 4:14; Jn. 5:28-29; 1Cor. 15:20-23,35-58; Php. 3:21). 
2. The living in Christ at this time will not die but be changed (1Th. 4: 15-17; 1Cor. 15:51-58; 2Cor. 5:1-10; Php. 3:21). 
3. This is the coming of the Lord in the air, not His coming to the earth (1Th. 4:15-17; 2Th. 2:7, note; Rev. 4:1, note). 
4. The Lord Himself, not some other one, shall descend from heaven to translate the saints (1Th. 4:16; Jn. 14:1-3; 1Cor. 15:23,51-58; Php. 3:21). 
5. The dead in Christ shall rise first before the living are changed (1Th. 4:16; 1Cor. 15:23,51-58; Php. 3:21; Jn. 5:28-29). 
6. The church and all in Christ from Abel to this time will be changed from mortality to immortality in body in a moment and will be caught up (raptured) with the dead in Christ to meet the Lord in the air (1Th. 4:17; Jn. 14:1-3; Lk. 21:36; 1Cor. 15:23,51-58; Php. 3:21; 2Cor. 5:1-10; Col. 3:4; 2Th. 2:7, note; Eph. 5:27). 
[sorrow not, even as others which have no hope] 

Eight Christian Hopes 
1. Salvation (Rom. 8:20-25; 15:4,13; 1Th. 5:8; 2Th. 2:16; 1Pet. 1) 
2. Righteousness (Gal. 5:5) 
3. God's calling (Eph. 1:18; 4:4) 
4. Eternal inheritance (Col. 1:5; Eph. 1:11-18; Heb. 9:15; 1Pet. 1:4) 
5. God's glory (Rom. 5:1-5; Col. 1:27) 
6. Resurrection (Acts 23:6; 24:15; 1Th. 4:13; Tit. 2:13; 1Jn. 3:3) 
7. Eternal life (1Cor. 13:13; 15:19; Eph. 2:12; Col. 1:23; Tit. 1:2; 3:7; Heb. 3:6; 6:11,18,19; 7:19; 1Pet. 1:3-13) 
8. Converts safe in heaven (1Th. 2:19) 
 
The Revelation Of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-16

a [died and rose again] The death of Jesus Christ is the assurance of salvation for all who will believe (Mt. 26:28; Rom. 5:6-11; 1Pet. 2:24). The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the assurance of resurrection for all men (1Th. 5:10; Jn. 14:19; Rom. 5:10; 6:5-8; 1Cor. 15:4-23; 2Tim. 2:11). 

