[bookmark: Kings_of_Persia]Cyrus And The Kings of Persia 
 b [Cyrus king of Persian] This was not Darius the Mede of Dan. 5:31; 6:1; 9:1. 
He was a Persian prince and became king of the Medo-Persian Empire after Darius 
had reigned two years. 
There are no less than four traditions about the birth of Cyrus. 
Herodotus says that he was the son of Mandane, daughter of Astyages who sought to kill the 
child because of dreams he had of his own defeat at his hands. 
Xenophon says he was the son of Cambyses, king of Persia, that he was educated in Persia and was later sent for by Astyages who made 
him commander-in-chief of his armies.
 Nicolaus says that Cyrus was the son of Atradates, a Mardian bandit, and that he became the adopted son of Artembares, cupbearer to Astyages,
 later becoming prominent in the service of Astyages. 

The truth of the matter seems to be that Cyrus was the son of Astyages and Queen Esther of the book of Esther 
(see Kings of Persia). 
This being true, then many prophecies of Isaiah take on new interest and meaning. 
Cyrus was the subject of a number of prophecies of Isaiah concerning the restoration
 of Israel from Babylon and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Jewish temple after the captivities. 

 In the Bible his name was predicted 175 years before he was born, the prediction even
 foretelling his decree to liberate the Jews
 and rebuild Jerusalem (2Chr. 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-8; 3:7; 4:3-5; 5:13-17; 6:3,14; Isa. 44:28; 45:1). 

For more than a century now we have had ancient inscriptions deciphered, and these, along with other sources of information (e.g., Herodotus, Xenophon, Ctesias, and Nicolaus of Damascus who lived before Christ, and Arrian of the 2nd century A.D.) give us a true understanding of the line of the kings of Persia. In 1846 the writing on the famous Rock of Behistun, which rises about 1,700 feet out of the plain on the high road from Babylon to the east, was found to contain Darius Hystaspis' own genealogy. On this stone he claimed to be the 9th of a succession of kings of his fathers. 
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	History of Herodotus
	Behistun Rock
	Cylinder of Cyrus

	 
	 
	 

	1. Phraortes I
	 
	 

	2. Deiokes
	Achaemes
	 

	3. Phraortes II
	Teispes
	Teispes

	4. Cyaxares
	Ariyaramnes
	Cyrus I

	5. Astyages
	Arsames
	Cambyses

	6. Cyrus
	 
	Cyrus II

	7. Cambyses II
	Cambyses II
	 

	8. Hystaspes
	Hystaspes
	 

	9. Darius Hystaspis
	Darius Hystaspis
	 


 
Note that on the Cylinder of Cyrus the Persian (mentioned in Ezra 1:1; Isa. 44:28; 45:1; Ezra 6:14), he lists only the kings from the 3rd to the 7th -- his own son who succeeded him. On the Behistun rock only kings 2-5, 8-9 are given, Cyrus the Persian and his son Cambyses II not being mentioned for some reason. However, Darius Hystaspis, who made this list, does mention that he was the 9th of a succession of kings, so this would include the ones not named. Herodotus gives the first 5 of the 9 Persian kings, and the Bible mentions 5,6, and 9. We have to supply from ancient history those that are missing in the Bible. The 5th king, Astyages, was the husband of Esther and the father of Cyrus. He was the Ahasuerus of Esther 1:1, and Darius the Mede of Dan. 5:31. He is listed also by Herodotus as the 8th of a succession of Lydian kings, called Aryenis, the husband of Vashti who gave up the queenship to Esther because of her rebellion against him. The 4 kings to stand up in Persia, as in Dan. 11:1-2, were the last 3 on the above list and Xerxes, the son of Darius Hystaspis. Between these 4 and the coming of Alexander the Great, 6 more kings ruled. See Four Persian Kings. Some confusion has arisen concerning the Persian kings due to appellatives being mistaken for proper names, and from their transliteration into other languages. Examples of appellatives are: Pharaoh of Egypt and Abimelech of Philistia, similar to the more modern Czar, Sultan, and Shah. Ahasuerus, meaning The Mighty, was the title of 4 Median and Persian kings. Artaxerxes, meaning Great King, was used by 4 Persian kings. Darius, meaning "The Restrainer" or "The Maintainer", was also used by several of these kings. 
 
The Cyrus of this passage was so named by God 150 years before his birth to Esther and Ahasuerus, and about 200 years before this decree which fulfilled Isa. 44:28 -- Isa. 45:1. The events of the book of Esther came before those of Ezra and Nehemiah; and the events of Neh. 1:1 -- Neh. 7:4 came before Ezra 1:1-11. 
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