Chapter 4
Notes For Verse 1

[After this] 
 
Ten Proofs the Rapture Takes Place in Rev. Chapter 4 Verse 1 
 
Greek: meta (GSN-<G3326>) tauta (GSN-<G5023>), after these things (note a, Jn. 5:1). This Greek phrase is used at the beginning and at end of this verse thus: "After these things (after writing the things concerning the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3) I looked ... a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice ... said, Come up hither, and I will show thee things which must be after these things," that is, after the churches (Rev. 4:1). This confirms and settles the question as to the time of the fulfillment of all the events of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22. They must be after these things of the churches, or after the rapture of the church. The church is no longer on earth when the events of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 take place. 
 
1. Christ said the things of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 "must be hereafter," that is, after the churches, as proved above and also in note, Rev. 1:19. If this is true, then the church is raptured before these things of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22, and after the things of the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3. If the things which are (Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3) concern the church, then the "things which must be" after "the things which are" must concern events after the churches. The church must be here during the time of the fulfillment of the things concerning the churhes, and it must not be here during the fulfillment of the things after the churches. The church then is raptured in Rev. 4:1 between "the things which are" (Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3) and "the things which must be hereafter," that is, after the churches (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22). 
 
2. The word "church" is found 19 times in Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3 but not once in the third division of the book which contains "the things which must be" after the churches (Rev. 4:1 -- Rev. 22:5). The church is found again in the conclusion of the book (Rev. 22:6-21), but only after "the things which must be" are fully revealed. If the church were on earth during the fulfillment of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 it certainly would be mentioned. 
 
3. The enthroned elders are representative of the raptured saints and they are always seen in heaven after Rev. 4:1. See note, Rev. 4:4. 
 
4. The 70th week of Daniel will be the last seven years of this age, during which time all of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19; Mt. 24 -- Mt. 25 will be fulfilled. This week concerns Israel, not the church. Therefore, the church must be raptured before this week. See Rapture and Second Coming. 
 
5. There is no place for the rapture of the church and the Old Testament saints other than in Rev. 4:1. The man-child and the great tribulation saints are the only ones to be saved and raptured during Daniel's 70th week, and these are distinct groups from the church and the Old Testament saints, as proved in notes on Rev. 4:4. Therefore, the church is either caught up in Rev. 4:1 -- after the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3 and before the events coming after the churches of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 -- or it is never mentioned in Revelation as to its rapture. If it were to be caught up anytime during this week, it surely would have been mentioned. The church could not be the man-child or the tribulation saints, as proved in notes on Rev. 7; Rev. 12; Rev. 14. 
 
6. In Lk. 21:34-36 we have the promise of Jesus that the saved will be accounted worthy to escape all these things, and to stand before the Son of Man. The things they will escape are those of Mt. 24:4-26; Lk. 21:4-19 and Rev. 6 -- Rev. 19. 
 
7. In 1Th. 5:1-11 we have another definite promise assuring us that saints will escape the wrath of God (of Rev. 6-19). God has not appointed us to this wrath, but to obtain deliverance through Jesus Christ so we can live with Christ (1Th. 5:9-11). How could saints comfort one another (as stated in this scripture and in 1Th. 4:16-17; Tit. 2:13) if the only hope they had was the coming wrath of God in the future tribulation? 
 
8. In 2Th. 2:6-8 it is definitely shown that the rapture takes place before the revelation of the Antichrist and before the 70th week of Daniel. The events of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19 will take place during this week, so the rapture must take place in Rev. 4:1. 
 
9. There is a marked change in God's attitude toward humanity in general, from that of mercy (Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3) to that of judgment (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19). The seals, trumpets, and vials all picture judgment throughout Daniel's 70th week. If the church does not go through any of these things, as proved already, then the rapture must take place in Rev. 4:1. 
 
10. An individual or a body of individuals can be identified by peculiarities and characteristics. If the church is to be on earth and is the subject of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19 , then its earmarks should be seen. But such are not to be found. On the other hand, earmarks of Israel are seen throughout the book after Rev. 4:1. The earmarks of the church are seen up to this point only. This proves that two different institutions are dealt with in different parts of the book: first, the church until its rapture in Rev. 4:1; second, Israel after the rapture of the church to the second coming of Christ (Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19). 
 
Twenty Earmarks of Israel after Rev. 4:1 
 
(1) In Matthew, the Hebrew Gospel, there are 92 references to the Old Testament; in Hebrews there are 102 references; but in Revelation there 285 references. This proves the Jewish character of the book after Rev. 4:1. 
 
(2) The word "Lamb" is used 27 times in Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 and not once in the church section of Rev. 1 -- Rev. 3. It is never used in the Pauline epistles to the churches. It is used only 4 other times in the New Testament and always in connection with Israel (Jn. 1:29,36; Acts 8:32; 1Pet. 1:19). 
 
(3) The terms "the Lion of Judah" and "the Root of David" are Jewish (Rev. 5:5). 
 
(4) The 144,000 of Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5 are Jewish. They will be saved during the events after the rapture. 
 
(5) The events of the seals, trumpets, and vials are a partial repetition of the plagues upon Egypt and are for the same purpose -- that of judging Gentiles for their mistreatment of Israel. They fulfill many Old Testament prophecies of punishments upon Gentiles because of their oppressions of Israel (Isa. 24:21; 26:20-21; 29:6-8; Jer. 30:6-9; Ezek. 38-39; Dan. 12:1; etc.). Not one such prediction is ever made concerning the church. 
 
(6) The tribulation of Rev. 6 -- Rev. 19 concerns Israel (Jer. 30:6-9; Dan. 12:1; Mt. 24:15-22). 
 
(7) Daniel's 70th week concerns Israel and Jerusalem only (Dan. 9:24,27). 
 
(8) The church age comes between the 69th and 70th weeks of Daniel, proving that Israel is dealt with during the 70th week. See notes, Dan. 9:24-27. 
 
(9) The only saved Gentiles in Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19 are the tribulation saints and they are not the church (Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-17; 15:2-4; 20:4-6). This confirms the Jewish aspect of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 19. 
 
(10) The ministry of the angels around the altar (Rev. 8:2-5) is familiar to Israel only. 
 
(11) The mystery of God promised by the prophets is Jewish (Rev. 10:7). 
 
(12) The temple, altar, temple worship, court of the temple, holy city, olive trees, ark of the covenant, etc. of Rev. 11 are all Jewish, not Christian. 
 
(13) The kingdoms of this world becoming Christ's is the fulfillment of Jewish prophets (Rev. 11:15; Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 7:13-14; Zech. 14:1-21; Lk. 1:32-33). 
 
(14) The woman and man-child are Jewish, as proved in Rev. 12, notes. 
 
(15) A dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns, showing rulership of the nations that have persecuted Israel in the times of the Gentiles, also proves a Jewish connection (Rev. 12). It could not be a fit symbol in connection with the church. 
 
(16) Michael (Rev. 12:7) always stands for Israel (Dan. 10:13-21; 12:1). 
 
(17) The remnant (Rev. 12:17) is Jewish (Isa. 1:9, note). 
 
(18) Literal Babylon (Rev. 16:17-21; 18:1-24) proves a Jewish connection, as seen in Isa. 13-14; Jer. 50-51. The church has no relationship with Babylon. 
 
(19) Armageddon and the second coming (Rev. 16:13-16; 19:11-21) prove a Jewish connection. Neither subject is ever used of the church. 
 
(20) The Millennium and the New Earth were predicted in connection with Israel hundreds of times (Rev. 20-22; Isa. 2; Isa. 65; Isa. 66; etc), but not once with the church. 
 
 
b [door was opened in heaven] This was a real opening in heaven. Greek: thura (GSN-<G2374>), a portal or entrance; door; gate. Translated door 36 times (Mt. 6:6; 25:10; 28:2; etc.); gate (Acts 3:2). 
 
c [first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me] The voice of Rev. 1:10-12,17-20. 
 
d [Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter] The 12th New Testament prophecy in Revelation (Rev. 4:1 -- Rev. 22:7, unfulfilled). Next, Rev. 22:10. 
 
e [up hither] 
 

Examples of Men Translated 
 
1. Enoch (in the natural body, Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5; Zech. 4:14; Rev. 11) 
 
2. Elijah (in the natural body, 2Ki. 2:11; Zech. 4:14; Mal. 4:5-6; Rev. 11) 
 
3. Jesus (in a resurrected body, Mk. 16:19; Lk. 24:39,51; Acts 1:11) 
 
4. Paul (2Cor. 12:1-8) 
 
5. John (Rev. 4:1 -- Rev. 5:14) 
 
6. Many bodies of Old Testament saints (Mt. 27:52-53; Eph. 4:8-10) 
 
7. All saved souls and spirits not yet given resurrected bodies (Eph. 4:8-10; 2Cor. 5:8; Php. 1:21-24; Heb. 12:23) 
 
 
f [I will shew thee things which must be hereafter] 
 

Sixty-eight Post-Rapture Events 
 
These events are from Revelation only. Others could be added from the prophets, as well as Mt. 24 and Lk. 21, etc., but these are enough to serve as an outline of post-rapture events: 
 
1. The 1st seal: rise of Antichrist (Rev. 6:1) 
2. The 2nd seal: war (Rev. 6:3-4) 
3. The 3rd seal: famine (Rev. 6:5-6) 
4. The 4th seal: death and hell (Rev. 6:7-8) 
5. The 5th seal: first martyrs (Rev. 6:9-11) 
6. The 6th seal: wrath of God (Rev. 6:12-17) 
7. The 144,000 Jews sealed (Rev. 7:1-8) 
8. The Tribulation martyrs worship (Rev. 7:9-17) 
9. The 7th seal: silence in heaven (Rev. 8:1) 
10. The 7 angels given 7 trumpets (Rev. 8:2) 
11. Priestly angel ministers (Rev. 8:3-5) 
12. The 7 angels prepare to sound (Rev. 8:6) 
13. The 1st trumpet: hail, fire, blood (Rev. 8:7) 
14. The 2nd trumpet: sea to blood (Rev. 8:8-9) 
15. The 3rd trumpet: waters poisoned (Rev. 8:10-11) 
16. The 4th trumpet: planets darkened (Rev. 8:12) 
17. Angel announces 3 woes (Rev. 8:13) 
18. The 5th trumpet: the first woe -- loosing of demons to torment people (Rev. 9:1-12) 
19. The 6th trumpet: the second woe -- loosing of 200,000,000 demons to slay 1/3 of mankind (Rev. 9:13-21) 
20. Temple and city defiled (Rev. 11:1-2) 
21. The 2 witnesses appear on earth (Rev. 11:3-12) 
22. Great earthquake in Jerusalem (Rev. 11:13) 
23. The 7th trumpet: announcements (Rev. 11:15-18) 
24. Heavenly temple opened (Rev. 11:19) 
25. Sun-clothed woman travails (Rev. 12:1-2) 
26. Dragon attacks the man-child (Rev. 12:3-4) 
27. Man-child caught up to heaven (Rev. 12:5) 
28. The woman flees for 3 1/2 years (Rev. 12:6) 
29. War in heaven (Rev. 12:7-12) 
 
30. Satan attacks the woman (Rev. 12:13-16) 
31. Satan attacks the remnant (Rev. 12:17) 
32. Beast out of sea; Antichrist given power over nations (Rev. 13:1-10,18) 
33. Beast out of earth: false prophet begins beast worship (Rev. 13:11-17) 
34. The 144,000 Jews, the man-child, presented to God (Rev. 14:1-5) 
35. Everlasting gospel preached by an angel (Rev. 14:6-7) 
36. Fall of Babylon announced by angel (Rev. 14:8) 
37. Doom of beast worshipers announced by an angel (Rev. 14:9-12) 
38. Blessing to martyrs announced (Rev. 14:13) 
39. Harvest: Armageddon (Rev. 14:14-16) 
40. Vintage: Armageddon (Rev. 14:17-20) 
41. The 7 vial judgments prepared (Rev. 15:1,6-7) 
42. Tribulation martyrs worship (Rev. 15:2-4) 
43. Heavenly tabernacle opened (Rev. 15:5 -- Rev. 16:1) 
44. The 1st vial: sores on people (Rev. 16:2) 
45. The 2nd vial: sea to blood (Rev. 16:3) 
46.The 3rd vial: rivers to blood (Rev. 16:4-7) 
47. The 4th vial: great heat (Rev. 16:8-9) 
48. The 5th vial: darkness (Rev. 16:10-11) 
49. The 6th vial: Euphrates dried up (Rev. 16:12) 
50. The 3 unclean spirits: mobilization of nations to Armageddon (Rev. 16:13-16) 
51. The 7th vial: great earthquake -- literal Babylon and other cities destroyed (Rev. 16:17-21; 18:1-24) 
52. Kings of earth commit fornication with the great whore (Rev. 17:1-5) 
53. The great whore martyrs saints (Rev. 17:6-7) 
54. The 8th kingdom formed (Rev. 17:8-13) 
55. War on the Lamb (Rev. 17:14) 
56. War on the great whore (Rev. 17:15-18) 
57. Marriage of the Lamb (Rev. 19:1-10) 
58. The 2nd coming of Christ (Rev. 19:11-16) 
59. Angel invitation to birds (Rev. 19:17-18) 
60. Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19:19-21) 
61. Binding of Satan (Rev. 20:1-3) 
62. The first resurrection completed: Millennial reign of Christ begins (Rev. 20:4-6) 
63. Satan loosed on earth (Rev. 20:7) 
64. The last rebellion on earth (Rev. 20:8-9) 
 
65. Satan sent to hell (Rev. 20:10) 
66. The 2nd resurrection: judgment of the wicked dead (Rev. 20:11-15) 
67. New heaven and earth: curse removed and paradise restored as before the fall of man (Rev. 21:1 -- Rev. 22:5) 
68. God's capital city, New Jerusalem, descends to earth (Rev. 21:2,9-23) 
 
 
[hereafter] Greek: meta (GSN-<G3326>) tauta (GSN-<G5023>), after these things, that is, after the things of the churches of Rev. 2 -- Rev. 3. Jn. 5:1. 
 
Notes For Verse 2
[I was in the spirit] I came to be in the Spirit (Rev. 1:10). 
 
b [a throne was set in heaven] The throne is the center of the activities of the book. It is mentioned 40 times in Revelation and always means a literal seat (Rev. 1:4; 3:21; 4:2-6,9-10; 5:1,6-7,11,13; 6:16; 7:9-11,15,17; 8:3; 12:5; 14:3,5; 16:17; 19:4-5; 20:4,11; 21:5; 22:1,3). 
 
c [and one sat on the throne] God as a person can sit on a literal throne, for He has a spirit body as all spirits. See The Spirit World. If people without their bodies can be clothed, exist in spirit form and be confined to material places such as hades (Lk. 16:19-31; Rev. 20:11-15) and the altar in heaven (Rev. 6:9-11); and if other spirit beings can be confined to tartarus (2Pet. 2:4; Jude 1:6-7) and the abyss (Rev. 9:1-21; 20:1-3), etc., it is reasonable to believe that God as a Spirit being can sit on a literal throne (Isa. 6; Jn. 5:37; Acts 7:55; etc; see note, Jn. 4:24). 
 
Notes For Verse 3
[jasper] A precious stone of various colors (Ex. 28:20; 39:13; Ezek. 28:13; Rev. 4:3; 21:11,18,19). 
 
[sardine stone] Greek: sardius (GSN-<G4556>), red in color (Rev. 4:3; 21:20; Ex. 28:17; 39:10; Ezek. 28:13). 
 
[emerald] The emerald (which is green) is mentioned in Rev. 4:3; 21:19; Ex. 28:17-18; 39:11; Ezek. 27:16; 28:13. 
 
Notes For Verse 4
[seats] Same word translated "throne" in Rev. 4:2; etc. Around God's throne are 24 other literal thrones. 
 
[elders] Proof that "elders" represent raptured saints: 
 
1. Greek: presbuteros (GSN-<G4245>), elder. It is never used of angels (Acts 14:23). 
2. They are distinguished from angels in Rev. 5:11-14. 
3. They have crowns and sit on thrones, which are promised redeemed people (Rev. 2:10; 3:21; 20:4; Mt. 19:28; 1Cor. 9:25-27; 2Tim. 4:8). Angels are never seen in Revelation on thrones or wearing crowns. Angels are mentioned with thrones only in Isa. 14:12-14; Col. 1:16. 
4. They wear white raiment, which is used only in Revelation of Christ and saints (Rev. 3:5,18; 6:11; 7:9,13; 15:6; 19:8,14). 
5. It is clear from Rev. 1:1; 5:5-7; 7:13-15; 19:10; 22:8-9 that one of the elders is the person showing John the Revelation, and that he is a redeemed man. If one of them is a man, then all 24 are men. Since they are redeemed men and in heaven on thrones all through the time of the fulfillment of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22, they must have been raptured before that. 
 
Four Companies of Redeemed People: 
 
1. Old Testament saints (Acts 7:38; Heb. 11:1-40; 12:1) 
2. New Testament church saints (Mt. 16:18; 1Cor. 12:27-28; Eph. 1:20-23; 2:14-22; 4:12-16; 5:21-32; Col. 1:18,24). Christ started this company, the church, and will present it to Himself at the rapture (Eph. 5:27; 1Th. 4:16) 
3. The 144,000 Jews, a distinct company by themselves, as proved from Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5 
4. The great multitude of tribulation saints, a separate company from the church and Old Testament saints, for they are saved after the rapture, as proved in Rev. 7:9-17; 14:13; 15:2-4; 20:4, which see. The 24 elders must be representative of the first two companies, for the last two are not redeemed until after the elders are in heaven, or during the fulfillment of Rev. 4 -- Rev. 22 (see the notes on Rev. 4:1; 2Th. 2:7; 1Th. 4:16). 
 
Why Twenty-four Elders? 
 
The answer is not stated, but two facts are clear: 
 
1. The whole priesthood of old was represented by 24 elders (1Chr. 24:1-9) 
2. The names of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles are written on the holy city, New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:10-14) 

[sitting] 

Seven acts of the twenty-four elders: 
 
1. They sit on thrones (Rev. 4:4; 19:7-8). 
2. They worship God (Rev. 4:9-11; 5:8-10). 
3. They cast crowns before God (Rev. 4:10). 
4. They fall prostrate before God (Rev. 4:10; 5:8,14; 11:16; 19:4). 
5. They sing and play harps (Rev. 5:8-10). 
6. They act as priests (Rev. 5:8). 
7. They give John the Revelation (Rev. 5:5; 7:13-14). 
 
Notes For Verse 5
[seven Spirits of God] Rev. 5:6. 
 
Notes For Verse 6
[sea of glass like unto crystal] The actual floor of the throne room (Rev. 4:6; 15:2-4; cp. 1Ki. 7:23-26; 2Chr. 4:2-15). 
 
beasts] Greek: zoa (GSN-<G2226>), living ones, or creatures; not the Greek: therion (GSN-<G2342>), translated "beast" in Rev. 13:1-18; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:10; 17:1-18; 19:19-20. They are literal angelic beings as described here (Rev. 4:6-8); and are distinguished from the redeemed elders (Rev. 4:9-11), ordinary angels (Rev. 5:1-12), seraphim (Isa. 6:1-8), and cherubim (Ezek. 1:4-28; 10:1-22). 
 
Seven acts of the Zoa (GSN-<G2226>): 
 
1. They call attention to God's holiness (Rev. 4:4-8). 
2. They fall prostrate in worship (Rev. 5:8-10). 
3. They sing and play harps (Rev. 5:8-10). 
4. They offer prayers of saints to God (Rev. 5:8-10). 
5. They call forth the horsemen (Rev. 6:1-8). 
6. They give vials to angels (Rev. 15:7). 
 
7. They listen to worship of others (Rev. 14:3). 
 
Notes For Verse 8
[Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come] First of 70 heavenly utterances in the book (Rev. 4:8,11; 5:2,5,9,12,13,14; 6:1,3,5,6,7,10; 7:3,10,12,13,14; 8:5,13; 9:14; 10:3,4,6,8,9,11; 11:1,12,15,17,19; 12:10; 14:2,7,8,9,13,15,18; 15:3; 16:1,5,7,17,18; 17:1,7,15; 18:2,4,21; 19:1,3,4,5,6,9,10,17; 21:3,5,6,9; 22:6,9,10,20). 
 
Notes For Verse 10
[cast their crowns before the throne] They acknowledge the supremacy of God, and that they were redeemed and have their crowns by His blessings. 
 
Notes For Verse 11
[for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created] The purpose of creation. (DAKE)
 
John Wesley:
After these things - As if he had said, After I had written these letters from the mouth of the Lord. By the particle and, the several parts of this prophecy are usually connected: by the expression, after these things, they are distinguished from each other, Rev 7:9; Rev 19:1. By that expression, and after these things, they are distinguished, and yet connected, Rev 7:1; Rev 15:5; Rev 18:1. St. John always saw and heard, and then immediately wrote down one part after another: and one part is constantly divided from another by some one of these expressions. I saw - Here begins the relation of the main vision, which is connected throughout; as it appears from "the throne, and him that sitteth thereon;" "the Lamb;" (who hitherto has appeared in the form of a man;) " the four living creatures;" and " the four and twenty elders," represented from this place to the end. From this place, it is absolutely necessary to keep in mind the genuine order of the texts, as it stands in the preceding table. A door opened in heaven - Several of these openings are successively mentioned. Here a door is opened; afterward, "the temple of God in heaven," Rev 11:19; Rev 15:5; and, at last, "heaven" itself, Rev 19:11. By each of these St. John gains a new and more extended prospect. And the first voice which I had heard - Namely, that of Christ: afterward, he heard the voices of many others. Said, Come up hither - Not in body, but in spirit; which was immediately done.

1. Revelation 7:1, 7:9, 15:5, 18:1,19:1 – “AFTER THESE THINGS”
2. Distinguished and Yet Connected – One Vision of Revelation
3. John wrote down one part after another – The Divisions of the book are fro us to comprehend what is to come!
4. The Vision is related to:
A. The Lamb – in the form of a man (CHRIST)
B. The Four Living Creatures – The four living creatures are angelic beings described in the biblical books of Ezekiel and Revelation, with appearances of a lion, ox, man, and eagle. (Ezekiel 1:5) They are depicted as being full of eyes, having six wings, and perpetually worshiping God from around his throne. Their forms are seen to represent different aspects of God's creation and character, such as strength, service, humanity, and vision
C. The Four and Twenty Elders


A Door Opened In Heaven:
1. Door In Revelation 4:1
2. The Temple of God In Heaven – Revelation 11:19, 15:5
3. Heaven Itself- Revelation 19:11

John Heard Christs Voice FIRST, then in heaven many others – COME UP HITHER – IN SPIRIT which was immediately done; John was now witnessing the Tribulation from heaven

Contents: Things which shall be hereafter. Vision of the throne in heaven, the enthroned elders, the four living creatures and their worship with the elders because of creation.
Characters: Christ, Holy Spirit, John, 24 elders.

The Expositors Commentary

CHAPTER 4
(A.D. 96)

THE THRONE
1 After this I looked (represents the time after the Churches, or in other words after the Rapture), and, behold, a door was opened in Heaven (gives John the ability to see what is taking place there): and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me (is actually the Voice of Jesus, harking back to Rev. 1:10); which said, Come up hither, and I will show you things which must be hereafter (after the Rapture of the Church).

2 And immediately I was in the Spirit (John saw these things in a Vision): and, behold, a Throne was set in Heaven, and One sat on the Throne (God the Father).

3 And He Who sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the Throne, in sight like unto an emerald. (This proclaims the Glory of God, which is beyond comprehension.)

4 And round about the Throne were four and twenty seats (Thrones): and upon the seats I saw four and twenty Elders sitting (these men represent the entirety of the Work of God as it pertains to Believers, with, no doubt, a mixture of Prophets and Apostles), clothed in white raiment (represents the Righteousness of Christ); and they had on their heads crowns of gold (signifying authority).

5 And out of the Throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices (whatever all of this is, it is constant): and there wereseven lamps of fire burning before the Throne, which are the Seven Spirits of God. (This represents the totality and universality of the Holy Spirit. The number “Seven” is God’s number, denoting perfection.)

LIVING CREATURES

6 And before the Throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal (presents that which is perfectly transparent): and in the midst of the Throne, and round about the Throne, were four Beasts (living creatures) full of eyes before and behind. (This is introducing creatures we have no knowledge of and which are beyond comprehension, as so much in Heaven actually is.)

7 And the first Beast (living creature) was like a lion, and the second Beast like a calf, and the third Beast had a face as a man, and the fourth Beast was like a flying eagle. (These strange creatures are before the Throne constantly.)
8 And the four Beasts (living creatures) had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within (signifying the revealing of their innermost nature and being): and they rest not day and night (proclaiming that these beings are “spirit” and not “flesh”), saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. (Using the threefold repetition calls attention to the infinite Holiness of God.)

HEAVENLY WORSHIP

9 And when those Beasts (living creatures) give glory and honour and thanks to Him Who sat on the Throne, Who lives forever and ever (if these creatures can constantly give God “Glory, and Honor, and Thanks,” how can we who have known the glorious Redemption of our Lord do any less!),

10 The four and twenty Elders fall down before Him Who sat on the Throne, and worship Him Who lives forever and ever (the action of the 24 Elders, who represent the Church of the Living God in Heaven, proclaims what the Church on Earth ought to be), and cast their crowns before the Throne, saying (presents the acknowledgment of their royal estate; it all comes from God!),

11 You are worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory and Honour and Power (unless the Lord’s worth is fully sensed by the worshiper, one’s own unworthiness will never be realized): for You have created all things, and for Your pleasure they are and were created. (In effect, the praises of these 24 Elders tell us that the Creation, and that means every part of the Creation, is going to be completely restored, and all because of what Christ did at the Cross!)
